mn 


,. i = ” ' 
o . "ao . * 
v : - » 2 > - 
= . vb | | , 
"- C&* 2 4 
_" 
» % a - = - 
| % * v» 
| * 
- wt 1,49 


At a Getieral Court held at Boſton 
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Jery path x require 


"hath; proven, be pr ated 
" 7s one Je cats, A Es 1 rd 
their Labogys were yet mths, A Yong 
"conmprizing the brief ſum thereaf,' e deci if, 
k: Roach s {ophycb -was our- firſt wor, 
# agreed; #pon by a 'Syndd held at Carb: 
Prod ' which- 4 to the. Subſtance ther 
v Some few particulars referring to. the 
"Chierches, needed yer 4 mare explicute. ſta 
though the Princt ples thereof 1 were oociad 
there bath been & defett. ws p 
Fee fs for 1 i 


Wn ” F 2, br bers br the ae illem * ae Maid Gener: Court, 
Eo a. E- upon all the Churches of the olony, to ſend their Elders and Meſſen- 
ll - 7  gers, this Synod was aſſembled,” who after earneſt Supplications for Divine 
'$ ; Aſſiſhergs ; Mojaggſuied, the holy Sergptures tonehing hp eſtionspre 
| to wy have procheded to' the frei Iſſue 3h ping that-if it mii bt feem 
Pans Fatherof Lights, to guide Chudebts uno ar; gbe Underſtands 
ng and Prattice of his Ti. 14 iheſ e 11327 the beauty of Chriſf*s-wayes 
' and Spiritual Kingdom among 14, would be ſeen in ſome more con leatneſs than 
formerly," Forfthat $hith via he prayer of Egaphrasfor the Coloſſians ,z0npht + 
ro be both the prayer and labour of 1 all; viz, That we might ftand perte&t 
and compleat inall the'VWill bf Gotl : ; Ad wt; truſt it x5 yu | fpnceredefire, 
that bs Will, all bis W, Fn vs 1g {ll ſe-byt be 1 might be done amoug 
Wes. his the 9. and to the'T mony we dow lly refer our ſelves, and iff, 
- £9 thin Wu the following Conriafronke inde found 1 not bo {peak gccords gt ther. 
"Wnta, Yer > hag ted, 5 g*\ K 
"Wes ar s os [pnor ant t that thi Yor F eour wil by Soohrlo drowſy cenſured ; 
fame will Account us too ſfriftfn the Pant of. Baptiſm, ard others too laxe and 
Targe : Bit let the Seri tarts be Fudge between ual, There are. two. things, | 
'the Honour hereof * 3n # trial majiner dear. toG od, and. whych- he Campo 0/1 
|  "Dfe tobe wro vi Tn.4 viz # Hblineſs, and His Grace. The Scriyptare. z 
- oft putting i 1n ind boy wch the Lord loverh.. H, Holineſs, and: that 11 his 
"Hatfe, "and iy the holy. peo ty thereof, and how he abhorret the co T7, 
Mall; 15” Plat..93, + 6. Lev. 11:44,45. Ezck, 22.26, &. 
| by * Hd wha BP: aftWwe "ant thoſe 6 untathe haly Table of 3d 07 6 
; ire Part of 5 Seript eg cations ek, ; VIZ. Ability! to examine! em 
elves; WY diſcern'theLards ly 5: nor yet receive or retain thoſe 4 4 C harch- 
"eftate,” and ' ow thens- As a” 1 t rr of the Lords, holy. People, that are: \-vnſibly 
| * and-»otorionfly nnboly, withed' avd | rophane ; Ic uch we are bidden to put away 
From among us, I Cor, $13.4 nd therefore ought not ta continme. among uſs 
*WWeirber may we' ddninifter Baptifms to thoſe' whoſe Parents are not under any 
 Church-power or Government any where To Haptite ſuch, would be to LIVE 
"the Title and Livery to thoſe that will net bear the yoke of Chriſts Diſciples, 
+ #nd'to put the holy Nan God upon them, touching whows we can have no to-. 
I herabt ſecurity that they will bx educated in the wayes f Holineſs, ar iti the 
 \Þnowledge an prattice of God's hoty will, Baptiſm, LR #5 the Seal of Mem- 
' berſhip 1» the Ehurch,. the body of Chriſt, ad az engaging - Sign, rmporting 
-#t0 * the devoted Subje&ts: of- Chrift, and of all bis holy G Government, 15 108, 
* to be made a common thing, nor to be given tothoſe , between whom. and the God 
"leſs ticentions world, there us no vid, difference : Thu would be & provocation 
" and difhenour tothe Holy One of Iſrael, 
 *. "tOx the other hand, we' find 3n Ser ure, that the Lol 's i very. tender of his 
' drores, $"That he del; ghierbtpn marie TW and Emap the Riches of , wad ous 
8: 
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heir anvat endure any fraituing or eclipſing Ka which us both -d;ſhonowrable 
wnto.Ged,; and injurious unto men, Gal,2.,21, Eph.2.7:.&-3-2,6,8; Rott, 7 
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\i, T,,F. ARS IF, XO,LI, & 10, Ig, & 20, 24, 26,27, Ani inSpecial 
_ ..heis large mthe Grace of his Covenant, which. he maketh with bis yifible © 7 
 \Churclhr.and People, and tender of having the ſume ftraitned, Hence when he 
Takes any into Covenant with himſelf, he will not only be. their God, but the 

.Ged of their Seed afterghhem in their Generations, Ger. £7.79; And 
-althengh the apoſtate wickgd Parent ( that rejefeth God and-his Wayes,) de 
cut-off both himſelf and his Children after him, Exod. 20, F. KJ. 7+ Vet 


. 


the Mercy ani Grace of the Covenant, 1s extended tothe faithful and their 
Seed unte a thouſand Generations, if the ſucceſſive Parents do but in the leaſt 
degree ſhew themſelves to be lovers of God, and keepets of | his Coyenant 
'and Commandments, 'ſo 4s that the Lord will never rejeft them till they rijett 
him, Exod, 20.6; Deut.7.9. Plal. xo. 8,9. Rom; 11, 16--«22, Hexce 
we dare not -( with the Antipedobaptiſt ) exclude the Infint-children of the 
Faithful from the Covenant, or from Memberſhip zx the vifbleChurch, . wid 
Conſequently not from Baptiſm the Seal thereof, Neither dare we excluds the 
ſame Children from Memberſhip ( or put them out of the Charch-) whin they 
are grown np, while they ſo walk.and att, 'as ta keeptheir ftanding tothe Co- ; 
venant,and do not rejebt the ſame God, owns them ſtil, andthey doin ſome meaſure = 
mn him: God rejelts them not, and therefore neither may we. and conſequent- 
Jy theix Children alſo are nat to be-rejetted. Should we rtjelf of exclude any of 
theſe, .we Pan's Fortes and ftraiten the grace of . God's Covenant, 'nurethibs 
Got himſelf dath, and be injurious to the Souls,of men, byputting theme. frons 
aqter (huſe Diſpenſations of Grace, which are ſtated upon the viſbly Church, 
why reby the Children of God's viſible people are ſneceſſwelyin their Generations 
Jo be trained up for the Kingdomof Heaven ( whither the Elebt number. ſhall 
full be. browght in the way of ſuch means ) .and wherein be hath given unto 
Officers aud Churches a ſolemn charge to take care of and train up [uch,as a part 
_ of by fockyto that end ; ſaying to them, as ſometimes to Peter, It you love me, 
feed my. Lambs. /n obedience to which charge we hope it is, that we are wile - | 
ling and deſirous ( theugh with the inference of no ſmall labour.aud burtheuto | 
.Onr ſelves ) tocommend theſe Truths to the Churches. of Chriſt ; that all the | 
Flock, eventhe Lambs thereof, being duly ſtated under Paſtoral Power, we =! 
might after a_ faithful diſcharge of our Daty ta thems,. be able te.give up our 


account anther day with joy and not with grief. 


How hard it is to find and keep the right middle way of Truth intheſe things, 
# kyown to all that are onght acquainted with the Controverſies thtre-about. 
As we have learned and believed, me have ſpoken ; but not without remembrance 
that we are poor feeble fraile mens. and therefore deſire to be converſant herein 
Sox Yadath wy un and fear before. God and man. We are, not ifnorant of UVAYrte 
ety of Judgments concerning this Subjeit ; which newithſanbag wich all due 
|, ; FR, . | YEUVerence 
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EEE. AAS ea 
reverence to Diſſcuters, after Religrous ſearch of the Scriptures, we have here 
 offercil what ſeems t0-114 to have the fulleſt Evidence of Light from thence , 
wore may be added, and may be fount contained 1 the Word of- God, this ſhall "2 
be wo prejudice therewnto, Hence alſowe are far from deſiring that there ſhowld 
be any r1gorons imepoſition of theſe things ( eſpecially as to what us more narrow 
therein, and more controverſal among godly men. ) If the Honoured Court fre - 
meet ſo far to add their countenance and concurrendh, as to commend a ſerious 
95 hen hereof to the Churches, axd to ſecure thoſe that cau-mth clearneſs 
fp 


f ndpament prattice accordingly, from diſturbance, that 1n this caſe may 
ſufficient; Totolerate, or to defire a Toleration of Damnable Hereſfies, or 

| of erters of the Fundamentals of Faith or Order, were an wrel:gio 
anconfiftency with the love of true, Relipion : But to bear one with another tm 
leſſor differences, about matters of a more difficult and controverſal nature; and © 
wore remote from the Foundation, aud wherein the Godly-wiſe are not like-min-= 
wed,is a Duty neceſſary to the peace and welfare of Religron, while we are inthe 
fate of Infermity. In ſuch things let not him that pratiiſeth, diſpiſe him that 
forbeareth'; ani let wt him that forbearth, judge him that prathiſeth, for 
God hath received him... - HALL 5 36. TTOBE WA 

- But as 2 do not thu ſpeak. from doubting of the Truth here delivered (Paul 
knows where the Trmth lies, and is perſwaded of it, Rom,14.14. yet betas 
tovingly bear a D:ſ[exter, and in likg manrer ſronld we') So we do mthe 
lowile o Chroſt of commend the confideration of theſe things unto out Bre= 
rhren in the ſeveral (harches. What ts here offered'ts far from brind any 4e- 
pd from former Principles, it is rather a purſuance. thereef i Ns 15. 
mneluded in, or deducible from what we unanimouſly profeſſed and owned inthe 
 fore-wentioned Platform of Diſcipline, many years fince. There it ts aſſerted, 


That Children are Church-members ; .that they have many Priviledges - 
which others' (not Church-members) have not ; and'that they areunder- 


> 


[Diſcipline i'the Church, chap. 12, ſet. 7, and that will infer the Pak 
h 


their Childron,they cominuing to walk orderly. And .the other matter of Ca1 
nRoQ, wr eaſe of Communion of. Churches, &. /argely held forth, 
Nap, If, & 16. REIT A LEES 
: It may be an Objettion ling in. the nands of ſome,and which many may defire 
afuller i (ke unto ; that theſethings, or ſome of them, are .Innovations in - 
our Church:wayes, and things which the Lord's Worthies in New: England, 
who are now with God, did never teach nor hold ; and therefore why ſhould me - 
wow, after ſo many ears, fall upon new Opinions and Prattiſes ? Is nit this 
a-declaning fromonr firfl Parity, and a blameable Alteration ? To this : Al. 
though it ere a ſufficient Anſwer to ſay, That in Matters of Rell gion, n0t fo 
much what hath been held or prafliſed, as what ſhould be, and what the Word 
| of God preſcribgs, ought to be our Enquiry and eoxr Ryle. The People 12 Nehe- 
_ miah's 4120. are commended, for doing as they found written in the Lav, 
We” Es a te; Reed 
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to the Reader. * 


oy: from the dayes of Fs ſbiza the Son of Nun, unto ak "q the eckit- | 


hee” of Iſrael had not done ſo, Nehem. 8; I4, 17, See the like, 2 Chro, 3% | 


\' pa 23.,21,22, they 414 not tye themſelves ta former uſe and. cit- 


ſhes bat tot 


Rule of God's written ' Word, and ſoſhould we. It was Thya- 


tira'sprarſe, that their good Warks were more at the laſt, than at the firſt; - 


Rev. 2.19. The Lord's bumble and faithful Servants are not wont ta be for 


ward to thinkthemſelves perfeR in their aitainments , but deſirous rather ta 
reel oteſs 37 Niko edge and pratliſe of God's boly Will. If ther adi 
Wngs ere propounded Concerning the Children of Church-me mbers, the 
5 &r14t10n Of: Churches, be a Pe f the Villef God contained in the Seri 
tures * (.as we bope the Diſconrſ e enſuing will ſhew them tobe) that doth ſu 
crnatly bpeakrleir entertainment, al alth 
heart of amongſt ns. Yet thic muſt not be pranted,the contr ary being the Trath, 
viz; that the Ports herein whith may t moſt {crapled br ſome, are known to 


bavi beth the Tulgement of , the generality of the Elders of theſe C harches fot | 
000rment eſteem. AION F 83, >; 


mitny 12ars; and of thoſe that-have been of muſt 


ongh they had not formerly been F345 a 


('b:fides what was before mentioned frons the Platform of Diſc] plitie Mey ape . 


pear, by the following Teftimonies, from ſundry Eminent and pre dloiſioes 
of Chriſt in New-England, .who are now with God. ' © ETD 
_ - Fixtt,  Toxching the Children of Charch-members, "a 


- Mr. Cotton hath this Sajing ; "The Cevenant and Bleſſing of rs 


bawis that which we plead for, . which the Apoſtle faith is come upon vs 


Gentiles, Gal. 3. 14. which 2dmitterh the faithful and their Infant-Seed, 


- notduring their Lives, 'in caſe their lives ſhould grow up to Apoſtac Nall 
open Scandal,. but during their Infancy, and.'ſ6 long after as they = 
continue in a Viſible Prefeilion of the Covenatit and Faith, ard Relig] 
- of thei Fathers ; otherwiſe, if the childrew of the Faithful grow-bp. th 
 Apoſtacy, or any open Scandal( as 1ſberzcl and Eſau did) as they were then 
| ſoſuch like now are tobe caſtout of the fellowſhip of the Covenant, and 


of the Seals thereof. Grounds and ends of Ba df of Children, p. 306. ſee / 


alſe,'p. 1334134. ' Again, The' ſeed of: 4, Iſfelites, though- many of 
them were'notfincerely godly, yet whilſt they held forth the publick Pxo> 
feffion of God's people, Dent. 26.3---11. and continued under the wing 
-of the Covenant, and ſub jeion to the Ordininees, they were ſtill ac4 


_ -  colntedanholy Seed, " $s 2. and fo their children were partakers of | 
© Circumciſion. ' Yea further , though themſelves were ſometimes kept - 


from the Lords Supper: (the Palſeover) for ſome or other uncleanneſs, yet 
* that debarxed not their children from circumcifion, Againſt this may.it 
not ſeem vain'to ſtand upon a difference between 'the. Church of Tree, 

and our Churches.of the New-Teſtamznt— For the ſame Covenant which . 
God fnade with the National Churchof Irdel atid their Seed, iris thewye- 


Coepatogat! C hurch, addour S00E, Qeerp ah 


of: ain oa, 


ry ſame for ſubſtance, arid none. other, which the Lord mikes Hes, | 
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| bers;baptizedin their infancy,then of admittinga carnal company of hy- 
pecrites, confelfingtheir Paith and Repentance in the face of = Congre- 
"gation. | Either the Lord in the faithfulneeſs: of his Covenant ill in 
- Qifie the hearcs'of the. baptized Infants to prepare:them: for his Table; or 
- SHe he will diſcover their hypocrifie:and prophaneſs in'the preſence of 
_ - tis Chuteh before men and Angels, -and fo pfevent the polfutton 'of the 
Lotds'Table; -and- corruprien-of the: Diſcipline of the Church” by theix 
partaking'in them. Grounds and-ends of Baptiſm, 8c, p, 16x, 163.Set-alſa 
Helitieſs of Church-members,p.q.1.51, 56,57,63,87, Bloody Teneut waſhed, 
P, 44-78; OOIIIETLY > &\ BY EV OY YG] STEEL We 
-0 CMP. Hooker ſazth,. Suppoſe a whole - Congregation:ſhvuld conſiſt of 
ſuch who-were'children to Parents now deceaſed, who were confederate, 
their children were true members according to the Rules of .the Goſpel, 
'by the profefſion-of their Fathers Covenant, though they ſhould not make 
_ any-perfonaland vocal expreffion of rheir engagement as the fathers did; 
Burve), part '1.p.4%; Again, We maintain according to truth, that the 
believing'parent, covenants and confefſeth for himſelf; and his poſterity, 
and this covenanting then and-now is the.ſame-for the kind: of at. Part.3 
25. Seep.17, 1d. & Part 1, p.69,76,77. And inthe Preface, ſetting © 
Tov ſubleytbingemherein be conſents with Mr. R. be expreſſath thisfor one, 
tharInfantsof vigble Churches born: of wicked Parents, being Mem- 
bees 6f the Chutch, ought tobe baptized,” In theſe (ſanh he) and ſeveral 
aber particulars, we fully accord with Afr, R, Andpart:3.p., 13, Ibis 
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| indll the Priviedges ,urmardl belonging rhyro 
| ſelves, andall Gs proceed from, RS ontini 


Parents and irs Don arely, fo long ar thn 55. rd pert rye 
of tis Dulpen(ation,; nor can any alaerapen pela L them;whereby this efigte 
1s ages Hut od bre them Trojgriunt 


ſame apparent a6t' EPL 20s 

: P- 126, At, « ſpicaks, .b .7. -I4. he ab,"I 
| EHP; federal Folinets, hereby the Focho's 6 are with the 3: ig 
Patents taken by.God to; be his, and by him put under his Covenant, -& 
ſo. they contintie \ when men of years, though they never have any further 
race, Wrought in them, -nor haye any.qther ſtate 'upon; them, than what . 
 they-hadwhen they were born.” Jk:d; p. 131. Again, a company become =! 
_ Church, eitherby converfion and-initial- conſtitution, or by contl»=  -. 

QUANG b Bf FEA Cont cured Churches ſucceffively by. propa tlon, of - 

; 8x8, A00.256 pll bo n.© EOineeieliare, and. under.the- 

1 Church ſucceſſively {@ long - - 


2 his begus TS even As +real and as Tully as -y ; 


ves they offend the Ci us 
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7 4 WW ) ({PRETACH i 
not more ) of the degenerating and apoſtatizing of Qhuichies ai 
|. nebrs )of hedge of Nos that > ge of the ſeed of ach. "i 
[' Mr, Prudden in a Letter to a Friend written in the year 1657 ,doth plain- 
lt expreſs it robe his Fudgment, That the children of Church-meinbers;are 
| Members, and ſo have righe tO have their _—_ baptized, though them- 
felves be nat yet Mnited to the Lord's t, . His words are theſe : 
«© Touching y defire of ſuch Members hey 0 ren! he defire to have” their 
af children bap tized, itis i thing that T do not yet hear praQtiſed i in any of 
<« 0ur Churches, But for mzne own I am inclined to think, that-it 
6 cannot juſtly be-denied, -becauſe eh hen parents: ( however: tot ad- 
«© mitted to the Lords Supper) ftand as compleat Members of the Church, 
< within the Church-Covenant, and ſo acknowledged that they. might 
&« have right to Baptiſm. Now theybeing' in Covenant, and: anding 
« Members; their Children alſo'are' Members" by vertue of their Parents 


& Covenant and Memberſhip; a# well as'they themſelves; were by verme- 
- © of . their Parents Covenane and Memberſhip ; And they-have not. re- 
& gounced that Covenant, nor are juttly cenſured for breach of that Co= 
& .vyenant; burt'do-own it and profeſs it, and by. vere of it-claim the 
« rriviledse of it to their chiſdren. TI@» be pxts this bis fArgament inte 
« form, thus : Thoſe OILERS theCovenanite E the Church, 


«© 2nd ſo Members of -it;-Baptiſm cannot be denied unts; © Am Chile 
<« dren in quefiton are within the Covenant of the , 
«bers of it. Therefore Baptiſm cannot be denied unto agg \The Af- 
© ſumption is proved thus : 'The Children 'of ſuch Parenitg-at are within 
< the Covenant of the Chareb, -and fo Members of 'the- Church; - are 
«% themſelves within the Covenant 6f the Church, arid fo Metnberg of it, 
« But the Chitdren in queſtion are Children of ſuch P:renty as are in Co... 
«Kyenant, nd ſo Mem rs of (on ayer Therefore theyare-fo them-. 
«Lelves.: Propoficion ' is. clear, becauſe the Parenits .coveriant for __ 

« hemicives, and for'theix Children, 'Devr.2 x: ,10,-I6, Exck,16:8,13. 
® And Godaccrps bay Ger 127,12,73, The whole Nation is federally - 
< haly, Ezr« 9.'2. theyate cxprefy ſaid to bein Covenant With their fa. 
«-thers, Dewr.29,- not partly or pally in Covenant, Row.9.3, 4. Aft. 
2,39. hon files tes hm their God as well as their farhers, -Gey, 

- 27; 7,8,9. God to be our God, is to be in compleat | 
£6 Clnted-Lopbarnt with h him. - The Afumpti oivſs evident, becauſe elſe - 
6* ich their Parents bad not right eoBapiblir the Szal of rheCoy 

. © hue that they had right unto, And 0 received it 3 and the ſame tight 

« that they had,”their chifdren have,who are includedin their Covenant, 
4 as th were int their Ferhers —and are nor [els truly, of lefsc mpleat- 

Ss (iconic) 0th, Roger, in 4 Eetow 16-6 Fried fear 
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2 + to the Chlliany Reader, 
_ tug ite 10, 19, 2652, Anbcheſomrds: © Tothe Queſtion 


6 (he Children of C 


where, in 


cafion. a ſince bath teen: | Few Children of Churith-menbers being then advlt, 
| leaſt fe that were then married, - and bad children, Accordingly, when, @ 
Queftion was put about the privilege of Members Children, when come to year's; 
theſe Churches then having been but of few years landing ; our Anſwer was, 
That by reaſon of the Infancy of theſe Churches, we'bad then bad no occaſion to. - 
determine what to judge or prattiſe in that nnter,' Anſwer. to the 5th and 
 Gthaof the 32 Queſtions; which warſatisfie as therReaſon why. in our fixſt be- 
innings there was no mar; ſaid rv theſe Queſtions, Buc furry” , 
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| | Bipon whe danſeforit, many of: the Eldehs ia theſe Chiba, vob 
| PEP o naw tpying, and. ſundry: who. art now. dxeaſed, did declare theiy 


10 Aer we fuid,. and this manyYears 
| ud Funrhing C onfociation: of (* 7106700 odkes chef FR Teftims: 
ff wjas; inſtead of mangmore that might:.be. tlledgrd, »',r 
il  3-Ak6>Colren? mar p. 545/55. It is*a>fafeqnd 'wholſome; and holy 
J: Ordinance of Qhtiſt,, for: particular Chiirchesor Jays together ar hal 
jþ Covent, or. Communion and Conſoriation among themiklvet, ito admi- 
[tt nifter alFttieiv Church afflirs (which 21© weighty ,andidifficule and TOmM- 
; mon coneernmerit )- not without commonceonſultation!/ and cofiſent :of 
bl other Cifiirohevaboutthem..' And;howjors yurfoyhired ne cal 
Io rior See ntfs, 24, 29,47;590, 00 26 
: Wy Andbliteke Preface bt 


1 4 Mr. Hooker, Survey,  ſce-parts; pus 2. & 
catfner w3th-Mr. Bs: Thht Conlociation of Churches: is'not 


fuk, \bur in lomecaſesntceffary. That when cauſes are difhcutry. 
antlight and help p, they ſhouldcrave'the affifts.. 


on. That Churches ſo.meeting; have right 46 / 
j1 $— addlexNte. as the.caſe hr tequire.: rea Fodder —_— 
I - &lar di nhl er, pertinacrouf ere in the profeftron. of i + 
if! or finfub 'Pra&ice; and will not hear th countel, .they:may and: ſhould E 
_ xenounce the right-hand of fellawhip. with =_ And Drove ferrdanus 
& . this A vgeece ec fin Churches an os other: gs whexginche big -lacoe to 
5 profeſs" the- juyur Judgmee yy all the Elders upon.the: River ; \ofxNew-haven, 
7 __ "Gunfatd, Milford, Stzarford, Fairfield, and moſt of rhe\Eldeys inthe BayivBy 
+ which iv icluer, that thes, pins. of Conſuciation'of Churches 35: po'new\1ruytun 
Al tion of theſe times, but was taught and. profeſſed in New-England 147). Jean 
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 apor; dif was Weiſer 5% "Hooker' $.t17 and it'is ory vaſfteen yen 

ook beg thu life. DE bac bt a £5) mA [ora + 
To theſe of 047 0891 Miniſters ewe-fhall only udde 4, poeſſage Ticehe todidhe> = 

tical Narration of :Dn, GaSdwyn; Þfr:'Nye, An. [5:0 reoonbe hoo 
[Burtoughs, and Afr. « Bigg 3 wherein, befidys much -tuorecto: this purpigſeg. 

Ji - woching the Rexzelppmowites y Fas Congregatrotl-waycfor mal: 4 

ff: - roms, ortthermiſcarriagesin berep. r6—21.Thgy;fet 4097 (inmp.21) 

:j as thor paſt nnd; profens” yer" Thar-it-is the-moſt"to-.be. :abnaxzed 

"8 Maxime-that any Religion: hagh.ever, made profeſſion of; inchtherefore:ef 

C. !; alt other themd(t deligiont y andkduhonourable: unio\thavof Deg I 
4 nity, that a"fingleand cartialt Society, ofimem, profefiing the Ny 

Fi Chrift, and pretending-to be endowed .with'a Dowen fuorkt. Ghrif ft; _ 

\{ | - them thatare of ths ſame Body-and Society within themſelves, ſhould1 
| |,  QYhcrarregate unto themſelves. an.exemption from: giving atcount;or. beth 

F {| - cenſurablebyany other, eicher Chriſtian Magiſtrate above them; or: Neihs 
AE. our-Churches abonr them, - Sor alfo- I Bunongs; Fea Wai Pi 3347: 

 Brethrenybear ina ary it- fer our-own ſakes, or MM vie , 
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to the Chriſtian Reader, 


% ' 


onld.net bs folliviromto beg 'chartty of you. With us it ts a [mal thing to be 
judged of cn rr "But it # for. your ſakes, for your childrens ſake, þ..; for 
the Lord sfukey that We mntreat- for a charitable, candid, and conſiderate Ac 


- 
— 


ceptarion of bur labour herein, It that the Congregations of the Lord might 
' breſtabliſheUbrfone Hin iw Figth and Peace, and that they might have St 
heartand one Way inthe Fear of God, for the good of them-and of their chil" © 


dren after-them, | *Dg we x 96/g90 our felves® our OWN. advantage, eaſe Or 
t y1 What # it we deſire, but that we'miight do 
o8r- utmoſt t6;0arry your pagyohildyen\to-Heaven ; and'that we might ſee theſe 
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Churchys bound no togerber-in- the Bonds of Truth ant Peace? Forgtve us this 
0 


- 
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wrong. Bu (howld;rhe Chyroh-edatition f your children be, by the Want of your” 


hearty concurrentes wndred either unfeizible or ineffettual ; ſhould they tive as 
Lambs inalarge place, for wat of your: agreement toownthers of the Flock, 
me beſeeehi you to confider how anconfort able the account heredf would be another 


dani» Wepray with the- Apoſtle, that yau'do no evil, not that! we ſhoultd ap- 


pear approved, but-that you ſhould-do that which is goed and right, though 
we bercjerted. Rorwe'can do-nothing againſt the truth, but for the truth: 
andthigalle we-wilh,evett your perfeaion, 2:Cor. 13.739, However, we 
Bape. afeev-ages will ous witne(5,that we have bin in ſonne meaſyire fairhful:o the 
TEvwbustheſe thingsgaxil tothiepart of Chrifts Kingdom alſo in on ” generations 
Bus wo nay #8 let-paſi this epportumty;. without 4: word of Cautron ani Ex- 
F 1196 Comntry, the children of our Chirches, whoſe In- 
teroftwe Paroe-hore aſſerted.” Be nt you puſſed ug with Priviledges, but humbled. 
rather, 1+hs woes ſenſrof the Engagement, Ditty ail Divhoerthur dWrÞ tt end® 
them. In ihawbigh fans, to ive a phace in Bethel, it the Houſe of G6 
ihe; gave ofiHeavin:: but it 54.2 d read}! place: Tod w:llbe fant 


allrher come ighthim.. A'p/ace nigh white God'(ar among his People; who we 


neavto tin; PCr T4.) aplire of grew fly Pin.Bg5, Tile Hed we 


ſen wo portwfelves,; hon owneit as the People She Lord yonrGoditPeyr:: 
RI, © ; * iy, Peg of 3+ © w <a" ©, © FUL 4 iow <2 *- YaoPT Yiac þ x) 
27,9330.) \efFthere{hould beanong-you any root that beazeth veſt abd\ 
veorminood! 7 thy herd | bet yo do not wich «ſpirit of pride dvd bupWiiinſsy off. 

| Fpnand iether abubege or oft 7708. Bolelgtr TH: 

 -tobear the Namedf Chxifhans without bearimy the Y oke if Chriſt. : ReeMipyy, .. 
thas all RH ations\ food and" to his. People, do come loaten with Duty* and all 
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G2 dnopnngh bevdonr i ttumiity: Thewayes of the Dord are ti, bj. aA tet. 
Jenioms ſpall walk them, bit prond\Tranfgreſfors hall fall thivelh.” 
Benet ſons of Belial that 6:9-boar nooks « Dearnſnb igttion ra ( ÞDriffs Poly 


hamble. and 


Fan #9: Jour: ſfprr4: al Fathers 4nd Paſtors, and to all their I>fitiftions,” 


of connſel andielp from rhem © Veyounger, ſuBnityour ſelves1tinro.che el-" 
der ; 4dto thaeady beWoihed With bumiliey,” Eycoinden. the vrord dnl Will 


of Chrig, as diſpenſed and conveyed tayou by all his appointed Infruments intheir 
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Admonitions and-Exhort ations ': Be ſubjett unto: faithful eh tein words © 
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= -- with all Saints (1 Tn agen of b;s Glory, Unto whom be glory ip-the: 
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___ thy but « feneret ries he eel met os c Aff eva 


Conſentedco, 2s tothe ſun and abſtance thereof. 7] F# th, N 
tion :7 ere given with great breuity-; partly, becanſe” ſe much is already 
ſeld thexeahent tn the aforefacd Platform of Diicipline, and party by raaſen of 
| Feat flraits of tinge +. But what is here preſented, was the joynt concluſion of 
the Syned. A Preface, was defired bytbe Aﬀſembly, is be propnd by ſome ag-. 
' Junted therexite, 'whith is bere accordingly by them performed, + 

© _ Newihe God of Trath ant Pyace gitide neand all his People in the wayes, and. 
| dre tare 
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a” 
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| ered; bely ws to feed bis flock and his l;mbs,and to be fedby 
ws 45 the ſheey of his paſture, that whenthe Chicf-Shepherd ſhall appear, me. | 
may receive together a Crown of glory that fadeth not aWays 4vd.ma) enter > 
into the Joy of ew Lard, as thoſe that þave neither dpſed his little. ones, 20x 
demed robe or Brothers keeper: but beving faithfully endeavanred to promote. 
the continuation of bis Kingdoms,and Communion of his People nay reſt and reign. - 
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THE 


ANSWER. 


OFTHE -.,- 
E LDERS and other MES 5 ENGE RS. 
Of the Churches, Aſſembled at Boſton in the Year,1662. 


To the QUES TIONS Propounded | to them by woune 
Re of the Honoured General Court, 


2 ds 0 are the Subjets of Baptiſm? _ 
"The Anſwer may be. given in the following- 
- Propoſitions, briefly confumed from the: Scti- 


res. EE 
oy Membe of the V; fol C4 barch,. 


The rd ro Soriprart, are 

2: The Members 0) of the 7; ble Charch acnizeg 1 to Seripere, are Conf 

derare vifble Felentr in particular Churches, and their Infant ſeed, . © 

Js eN 11  mmumority, whoſ, ſe next Parents, one or both, are in Covenant.  -. 

"The In vifble Believers, are membtrs of the fone” - 
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2 Tripeſii 1095 concerning the Subjett of Baptiſm, © 
ing from one Church 6 another, may have their Children Baptized. in the 
Chnrch whither they come, by virtiie of communion of Chirches: "but if they 
remove their habitation, they ought orderly to covenant and ſubjet themſelves 
ro the Government of Chriſt i in the Church where they ſettle th:ir abode, and ſo 
their children to be Baptized, It being the Churches duty to receive ſuch unto 


communion, ſo far as they are regulgrl fit far the ſame. 


. "The Confirmation of tneſe Propoſitiohs Fran the Scripture followeth, 


Propoſe nonFit, . 
They that according t to Scripture are Members of the vifble E blrch, are: the 
S abuts of Baptiſm. 

The truth hereof may appear by the following evidences from the 
Word of God,, _ 

xr. When Chriſt faith, Go Je therefore and teach, or-(;as the Greek is J- 
diſciple all Nations, Baptizing them, Mat. 28.19. he expreſſeth the ade- 
quate ſubject of Baptiſm, to be diſciples,or diſcipled ONES. Sur diſciples UCICy 
1s the ſame with members of the viſible Church. 

For the viſible Church is Chrilts Schog!, wherein all the members and 
:related and ſuBjeQted to him; astheir Maſter and Teacher, and ſo are his _ 
ſebolars.or diſci = and under his teaching, as verſ, 20, And ig is that 
- viſible fpirita! Kinodom: of Chriſt, which he there .fromhis Kogly. power, 
- ver[. 38, ſendeth them to ſet-up. and 2dminifter in wer, 15,. The bjefts | 


ki i» 
whereof are. under his Laws and Government, Ver. 2d, "Which. ſubjeRs © 
Nie or: of that King, i.e, of the viſhle Chu ch.) are ter; raed 
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of thoſe Tewesinro. oh Chitteh-aftare, 'thi 
Lord is.ſo-far fra \r +:the Covenant-interbfl tha was granted unto p Hrs inthe . / 
pl or int children there-loſers by rheir Parcens Fai thar the 
S £3 renew the old grant, and tells them char the promiſe: of dvenant «( 
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as allo by the renewing thereof; the houſe of Iſrael afterward were eſtabl the vifb! 


they £, Gods Gew17+-add-Dews£9.12413: aud from Sed ogtonehre oe bi Be Gro-. 
ken off, (ea, 4.7. 144 \Rym. 114 173.19 And to fhat covenant, Cireunciffor, © | 
| Mp was arigexeb Therefore the covenanter{ therein were' and 
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", -Propaſttion 4th. Theſe Adult perfons- are not therefore to" be admitted to full ; communion, 
* niderly. becatiſe: they -are' and continue Members, without ſuch further qualifications, as the 
11 Word of God tequiretb-thereunto, ou a1. © EL 
y -. The\truch hereof is: plain, 1. From. 1 Cor: 11, 28,29; where # js required; thar 
, ſuch as come; tothe Lords Supper, be able to examine themſelves, and to diſcern the Lords 


body z elfe they wilk eat and. drink unworthily, and-cat and drink damnation; or judgment 
to themſelves, when they, partake of this Ordinance. Burmeer memherſhip is ſepara- 
ble from ſuch ability to examine ones (elf, and:diicern the Lords body: as in the 
children of the Covenant,that grow up to years4s coo often ſeen. - - 2: In-the old Te- 
pron fron men did cinue Members of the Church, yet for ceremonial un- 


clean 
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n meer 
ere. to ear - 
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s:doth-import. For { e tems 
le how! thought ableand fit todifcern and judge inthe weighty affairs of the hiouſe 
of G +£ Cor. LEe28, $1; with'l Cotw5. 120: footing rh alt 7 Thee: ha 
Propoſition sth- Church-members who were'admitted in minority,underfianding the Dofrine 
_ of Fath, and:publickly profeſſing their «ent thereto ;'not ſcandalous in life, and Comn/r got- 
ng the Covenant before.the Church, wherem they give up themſelves and' their children to 
prac —_ ne themſelves. tothe Government of Chriſt; in- the Church, their children 
are-t-peBaptiRecs nom I 162 OTABMINT 244: 5 
Ae a 111 14 IOISIS eyident from the Arguments following. \ 
 Theſe-children re partakers of that. which is the main ground-:of 4Qizng any children 


i whatſoever, and neither the parents-nor-the children do put in any barre to binder it. 
$: + T. That:tbey partake of, that which-is the: main ground of baptizing any, is clear 3 Be- 
."- cauſe intereſtin the Covenant is the main. ground of title to Baptiſm, and.rhis theſe 
children have: ; '1, Intereſt in the: covenant, 15 the mata gruund of title to' Baptiſm; for ſo 
- inthe Old Teſtament, this was the ground vf title toCircumciſion, Gen.17.7,9,10,0H- 
10 which Baptiin now anſwers, Cob. 2.13, 1 8:00 in Aﬀs 3. 38, 39. they are on 
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x ' Propoſitions coceriting the Subje#i of Baptiſm, 
| his ground exhorted tobe baptized, becauſe the promiſe or covenant was toth-m an? to 
their children. That a member, or one in covenant, as ſach, is the ſubje& of Baptiim, 
was further cleared before in Propoſ. I. 2. That theſe children have intereſt in the cove= 
nant, appears 3 Becauſe if the parent be in covenant, the child is alſo: for the Covenant 
is to parents and their ſeed 1n therr generations, Gen. 17.7, 9. The promiſe is to you and to 
your children, Aﬀs 3. 39. 1fthe parent ſtand in the Church, ſo:doth the child among 
the Gentiles now, as well as among the Jewes of old, Rom. 11, 16,20, 21,22, It is 
unheard of in Scripture, .thar.the progreſs of che coyenant ſtops at the infanr-chile. 
But the parents in queſtion are in covenant, as appears,,, 1. Becauſe they were once 
in covenant, and never ſince difcoyenanted. If they habhot once been in covenant, 
they had not warrantably been baprized; and they are ſo ſtil}, except in ſome way 
af God they have been diſcovenameed, caft- out, or cur off from their covenant rela- 


tion, which theſe have not been : neither are perſons once- in covenant, broken off 
from jt according to-Scriprure; fave for notorious ſin, and incorrigiblenets therein, 
Rom;11;20. which is not the caſe of theſe paretits. 2. Becanſe the tenor of the 
covenant 15 ts the faithful and their ſced after them in theiy generations, Gen. 17.7. -Evett , 
70.4 thouſand generations, i. e. condirionally, provided thav rhe parents ſacceffively do 
continue-t6 be keepers of the corenatit, Exod 20.6.:Dekt&. 9,tT, Pſal-105:8: which 
the parents in queſtion are; beeauſe they are not (in Scfiptareacconnt inthiscafe } 
for ſakers' or reliow of rhe God-and Covenant of their Fathers - ſee Dent. 29. 23,26. 
3 Kings 17. £5---20.- 3 Chrone'7e 22. Dei. 7; 10, EN Yd. $20 THE 27. » 
. Þ. That theſe-parenrsin-queſtion; do not par in any: þar3e to hinder their childress: 

fromBaptiſm, is plain from the-words ofthe P irko8; wherein they are defitib< 

. elle be ſuch aranderftand tbe dofrine-of Paith, ind pablie lyprofeſs their uent theverd's = 
therefore they put yot in any'hatre of groſs Ignorakce, Arheiſhi, Herely or Twfitelity2- 
Alſo rhey-are-wot ſcandalous in life, bit ſ; > pars own the eovenantbeforenbe Charch z/ there- 


fore they put notn any barre of Profanencfs, or Wikkednefe,. veal Frets che 


covenant,” whereinco chey:entred jn'minority.” Thar the {nſttiv-childcets in-gueſtion: 
do themfelves pur in any barre, mineavilimapine, oo oo rn I  Y 
i The children of xHe.parenrs ol queſtion; -areicirher-chlliicen:gf the covemine;; 6f- 
rangers from the covenant, ZphcJv.- 12." ejther: holy: or ancheian, TI'Goi0 73 14. cicher 
wichinthe Charctv ar withour; cs: Cor. 321+; either ſack as hive God for their Gali" (oe 
wirhoue Gai inthe workd,;Eph. 3.v5.: Bot herhar confidders the Proppfidiun, will noe 
afficm the-later' conterning rheſe children: and the former being granced, infer sckhoiy 


rights Baprifm: ©; 
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bo 


' T6 dery the Propofition,: would de, 17 To firaiten the grave 'bf Chrifvinrhe Gofs 
pel-diſpenfation, und: rs make cheChurch in New-Teftament-rimet it TWhrſd cate = 
relating to-thele-chitdera-fuoteflively; then were'theiJewes of 6id/' © x4; 'To/reader 
techiiren of the Jewes when they —_ aUlled,: Tn ptadayey yogi ens nihgtnaerg Ts 
rhe legal adminificarion; conrrary to:Fer.30.420; (Brek .37425;a8; gi Todeny theup- 

, pilaoa of the initiacory-feabro thet asrepulart ek avd'Covenint;.. 

. vo whom the Xoſaicat Kiponithiſen, nay the firft m{litution ini'che (corenunr of Abre- 

- Ban, appointed it: to-be: applied} Gene 19.95 10. Fobi fp. 12,2952 4k TrbroakCots- 
covenant by denying the initiatory Seal to thoſe that are in covenant, Ger Tyryynojrgy 
Confederate viſible'Betheotrs, 1 but/in the loweſt degree ſuek; hire to bave their chil- 

_  drenbaptixed;, witgels thepragice of Fodn'Baptiſ}-and che Apoſtles; who bapdzet per- 
ſons upon:theic firſt beginning oftheir Chriſtianicy. 'Burthe parents i-queſtion re 
confederate viſible Belivvers, ar leaſt in ſome degree: For,'1.. Charity-mmay obſerve in- 
thens fundry pofitive Argumenes-for:ivz/ witneſs-che- terms of the Propoſicion, amt; 

' nathing evident againſi #t:. 2. Children of the godly ; rm the-perſons in the 
Propofition n, ace faid-ro-be; fairhſal,;Tir. iv. 6. 43, Childrens of che Corenadd Tas the = 
Parents m-queſtion 3c) lidve; flequomly the: beyikning of grave woughtin.chimt its. 

n—_— . — Hs, = ES | - younger. 

\ p, 


__ . and Conſociatiinof Charches, x3 
ounger years, as Scripture and experience ſhews: Tnſtatice, Fofeph, Sarmet, David, 
Na Abijah, Fofiah, Daniel, Fobn Baptiſt and Timathy. Hence'this fort of perſons 
ſhewing nothing to the contrary; ave in charity;'\or to Eccleſiaſtical repuration, vi- 
fible Believers' 4. They that are regularlyin the Church (as the parents inqueſtion 
beYare'viible Samts, in the aecomm of Seripture (which 13 the account of cruth': ) 
for the Church is in Scriprure account, a company-of- Sarnts, x Cor. 14:33. of 1. 2. 
5. Being in covenant and haprizcd, they have Faith' and Repenrance indefinitely 
given to them in the Pronle, and ſealed up'in Baptiſm, Dzut. 30. 6. which conti- 
nues valid,” and: fo a yalic l for them, while rhey do not reje it. Yet it 
.doth-nort neceſſarily follow, that theſe perſons are tmmediacety fir for the Lords Sup- 
per; becauſe thongh they arc ina latitude of exprefſionto be accounted viſible believers, 
or 1n-numero fideliionas even infants in covenantare, yer they may want thatability to 
_ examine-themſelves, and thar ſpecial exercie of Fatth, whichis requiſite to that Or- 


/ 


dinance 3/as was faidepon Propoſe, 4th. 1 © F 
- The denial of Baptiſm to the children tn queſtion, hath a dangerous tendency to Trreligion 
end Apoſtacy 3 becauſe it denies them, and fs the children of the Church ſuceeffively, 
co have any-part in the Lord, which ts the way to make them ceaſe fromfearing the 
Lord, Foſh: 22. 24, 25 ,27+ For ifthey have'a partinihe Lord, i. e. wortionin Tract, 
and ſo inthe Lord the God:of Iftael, ther-they are-in'the Church, or Membersof ir, 
and ſo to be baptized, according to Propef. 1. The owning of the:chililren of thoſe 
that ſucceſſively continue in covenant to be a part of the Chured, is ſo.far from bei 
deſtraftive e6 the pur olperity of 'the.Church; and af Religion therein, (23 
me conceive?) ther belongs eo the contrary Tenet. - To fegk to be 


 fome eY thi cls impor | 


bm 6 oe he Rule, will ever end in rhe mpuricy-iache iflue. © God frarhify 
a his eovenant, and conſequently-the confiirninon'of his Chureh thereby, as to 
deſign acontiauation and propagation of his Kingdom therein, from one generation 


ro another.  Heyce the covenant runs to us and to or ſeed after us in their generations. 
; To keep in the line, andunder the influence aud elcury of this covenant of God, is 
theerne way ro the Churches glory : To cut ir offand difavew it,.curs of the pr 
perity of Sjo#, and hindtersit from being (asin the moſt glorious rimes ir- ſhall be} 
an cxerngb excellency, andthe Joy of many generations; This progreſsof the Cove- 
nanreftabliſherh che Church, Dent. 29. 1g. Fer. 30, 20.- The contrary thereforedothy 
1G6ſedlifh ir. _Ybis obligeth and advanrageth/to the conveyance of ns aa, down . 
to aftey generations; ' the care whereof is firiftly commanded, and highly approved 
by the Lord; Pſat; 98. 4, 5, 6,7. Gen. 18; 19, This continues ainurferyſtill- in Chrifts- 
Orchard or Vineyard, 1/4 5.1.7. the contrary negleas that; and'folers the whole run 
to tuin. Surely God was an boly God; and Fr erdane $a and glory of the Church 
in the Old Teftament 3bur'then he went in this wayofaſſuccetfive progreſs-of the Co- 
venant«ro-tharend, Fer-13;/11; H ome did then, or do now detline rb wnbelicf 


and'apoftacy, thar dath not make the faith of God in his-coveriant of none effeR, or 
theadvantage of intereſttherein inconfiderable 2 yes; thermore holy, reforming and 


glorious that the times are or ſhall be, the rhorceminently is a fucceffive'continua- 
tionand propagation: of the Church therein defigned, promiſed and-intended, Tſa. 

60.15. & $9. 21. Exch, 37. 25--28: Pfal. ro2; 18-28, Fer, 32239: + 
- The parenzs in queſtion are perfonal, immediate, aid yet continzing' Members of the Church. 
k. That they are perſtnal wrembers, or-members. in cheir own perſons, appears, 
7. Beeauſ&rhey are perfonally holy, 1-Cor. 7. 14: not parents onely, bur | your chil- 
ren | arehoty. ."They are perſonally baptized; ar have had'Bapriim, - che ſeal 5f 
emberſhi 5 SpPlied.co their own perſons : whichheing regulaily:done, fy adivine 

r 


reſtimony that they are in their own perſons members ofthe-Chureh. - 3. They -are 
perfonglly under Tieiptine, and tithle to Church-cenſares in- their 'own perſons 


vide Propoſ. 3+ 4, They axe perſonally (Vp efthe coyenant) in a yi : 


, 
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14. Propoſitions concerning:the Subject of Baptiſm, 
offalyation.  Toſay they .are not: members in their-qwn perſons, but in-their parents,- 
would be as if one- ſhouid ſay, They: are fayed in. their parents, -and nor 1n- thetr 
own perſons. . 5. When they commit iniquity, . they perſonally break the covenants 
therefore-arc perſonally. in:it;:Fer.-41::2310- Exch; 16... Fo 

2, By the like Reaſons it appears that children are immediate members, 45 to the 
eſſence of memberſhip, (i: e. that they themſelves in their own;perſons are the im- 
mediate ſabje&s of this a-un& of Church-memberſhip) though they come to it-by 
means of their parents covenanting. For as touching that diſtindion of med'ate. and 
immediate, as applied-to memberſhip*+ (which ſome ue) we are to diſtinguiſh, 
I. Perween the efficient and the fiance of membexſhip : | 2. Between the inſtru- 
mental efficient or means-thereof, which 1s the parents profeſiion.-and covenanring z - 
and the principal efficient, which 1s d1yine Inſtitution. They:may be aid tobe me- 
diate (or rather mediately) members, as they. become members by, means. of their 
parents covenanting, as an inſtrumental cauſe thereof: . bur; thar doth, noththg 


vary or.diminiſh the efſence af theic memberſhip. '. For divine inſlitetion- give- 
eth- or-granteth. i, real and perſonal;-memberſhip- unto .them; as well as,.ulito' 
their parents, ;and maketh-rhe Pajent a publique perfon, : and fo his-a& rheirs:to: 
that end.---Hence:the effence of -memberſhip, z.. e- Covenant-intereſt, or. a/place. and 
Portion | Within - the: vifible Church, 15, really, . propetly, perſonally - and: imme- ' 
diately the! portion: of rhe child by divine gift. and.grant, Taſhua-22. 255.27: "their: 
cbildren-have apart inthe Lard;as well as themſelves. . A-part in the Lord there, and: 
Church-memberſhip-(or memberſhip in" 1{/ae?.) -are.terms.<quiralenz. Now the: 
children there, and-a part in the Lord, are Subje and Adjun#,' which nothing comes: 
between; ſo as to ſever the-Adjun& fromthe Subjectz therefore_they.are immegzate* 
ſubje&s of that Adjun&; or immediate members. * Again,,.their. yihible .ingraffing into: | 
Chriſt the head, and ſo into the-Church his-body, 15-ſealed in their Bapyim:- but in 
ingraffing, yothing comes berween the graft.and. the ſtock: Theirinnion isimme-< 


diate 3 hencerhey-are immediately, inſerred.1nto the viſible Church, .or immediate 
Members thereof. - 'The.little children in Deut. 29.11. were perſonally. and-immedi=' 
ately a'part of the people of God, or.,members.of the Church, of Iſrazl, as well as the 
Parents.-.. To he:in covenant, or to be . a covenantee, ische:formatls.ratio- of a Gharche: 
member.” If one cometo be in.ccovenant one-way, .and another.in another, butbottr 
are} in covenant.or :COvenantees, (7. .e- Parties with whom the coveyant 1s-made, and. 
whom. Ged takes into Covenant )-as the children here are, Gen. 13.7,8, then botth- 
are in their own perſons the, immediate. ſubjeCts of the formalis ratio of memberſhip; 
and ſo immediate members-:.; To a@1n. covenanting, 1s bur the inſtrumental means 
of memberſhip; and yet children are.not without-this neither: . For the a& of the- 
Parent (their TL blick, perſon ) 4s accounted theirs, and they. areſaid to-enter into: co< + 
venant, Dent.-29. 11, 12. :So that what. is. it that. children want-unto an; actual, &m--: 
plear, proper, abſolute and-immediate memberſhip? ( ſo.faras theſe rerms may with: . 
any propriety or-pertinency.be applie4 to the macter.in hand). Is 1t.covenant-intereft,: 
whichis the formglis ratio of memberſhip? No) they are in,covenant : Iris divine grant 
and inſtitution, which is the oincpal efficient 2 No, he hath clearly declared himſelf, 
' thathe grants unto the children of his people a portion in his Church, and appoints. | 
them.to. be members: thereof. - Js-1t an att_of covenanting, which is the. inſtrumental 
means? No, they havethis allo reputatively by divine appointment, making the pa- - 
rents a.-publick perſon, and accounting them .to.covenaat In his covenanting-: A diffe- 
rent. manner and. means of conveying the covenant to.us, 'or of making us. members, 
doth not make a different ſortof memberſhip. We now are as truly, perſonally -and; 
. immediately membexs of the body of faln mankind... and by natyre heirs of the con- 
. * demnation pertaining thereto, as Adam.was, though. he came to be ſo. by.his own; 
perſonal a#, and weby the aff of our public k perſon, If a Prince'give ſuch Lands to 'a 
man and his heirs ſucceſſiycly, while they coptinue loyal; the following heir 1s a: | 


—  _— ___ 


it. By virtue of which inſtitution and covenant, the children'in queſtion are -members,- 


«+ _ end Confocietion of Churches. - SES 
true and immediate owner ofthar Land, and may be perſonally diſ-inherited, if diC- 
loyal,as well as his father before him. A member is one that is according to Rulg(.or 
according ro Divine Inſtitution within the viſible Church. Thus theohild 15-proper- 
ly, and perſonally or iminediately.. Paul caſts all men into two ſorts, thoſe within, and 

thoſe wihsut,t.e.members and non-members,1 Cor.3.12. It ſeems he knew of no ſuch di- * 

ſtinftion of mediate and immediate, as puts a medium between theſe two. 0bje8#: If 

children be compleat and immediate members as their parents are, then they ſhall 7 

immediately have all Church-priviledges, as their parents have, without any further 

| a& or qualification. An. It | robin not, All priviſedges that belong to members; 

as ſuch, do belong to the chilaren as well as the parents : But all Church-priviledges 
donotſo. A member as ſnch, (or ail members ) may not partake of all priviledges; 

bur they are to make progreſs both in memberly duties an4p.iviledges gas their agey-. 

capacity and qualificatiens do fit them for the ſame. ' , LETS. ON 

3 Toat their memberſhip ſtill continues in adult age, -and ceaſeth not wit! their infancy, 
appears, 1. Becauſe 1n Scripture perſons are brok;n off, onely for notorious fin, or in- 
corrigible 1mpenitency and unbelief, 'nor for growing up to adalt age, Roms 11. 205” < 

2, The. Few-chilgren circumciſed did not ceaſe ro-be members by growing up,” but con< _ 

- tinued in the Church, and were by vertue of their memberſhip received in infancy; 
bound unto yartous dutics, and in ſpecial unto thoſe ſolemn perſonal profeſſions;thas 
pertainted tofadultmembers, notfas then entring into a new memberſhip,but as making 
a progreſs itt memherly dnties, Deut. 26. 2--10. ( 16,716,179 with Gal.-5.3. 3. Thoſe 

relations of born-ſervants and ſubjeFs, which the Scripture makes uſe of to ſet forth - 
the ſtate ofchildren in the Church by, Lev. 25. 41, 42: Exek. 37. 25..do not, (as alt 
men know _) ceaſe with infancy, bur contitine in adult age. Whencealo ic follows; . 
tha : 


*.. a 


toncfſpecial end of member-ſhip received in infancy, is to leave perſons underen< 
- Bagement tg fervice and ſubjetion to.Chriſt in his Charch, when grown up, whier: 


they are fitteſt for it, aud haye moſt need of it. 4. There is no ordinary way ofceſſa-"_ 
tion of memberſhip, bur by Death, Diſmiſfion, Excommunicatin, or Diſſolurtawof the Socie-" 


ty : none of whichis the caſe, of the perfons in/ queſtion. 5: Eithertheyare when-ad». | 


ule, members or non-members: ifnon-members, then a perſonadmitred a member, 
and ſealed by Bapriſm, not caſt ont, nor deſerving ſ@-to be, tnay Cthe Church where- 
of he- was ſtill remaining ) become a non-member, and out of the Church,and of rhe 
unclean world ; which the Scriprure acknowledgerh not.. Now if the Parent ſtand ; 
member of the Church, the child is a member alſo ; Fear now the root is boly; therefore. 
ſoare the branches, Rom. 11: 16.1 Cor. 9. 14., The Parent is in. covenant therefore (o 
is the child; Gen, 17 7..and if the child be a member of the viſible Church, ther he is. 
a ſubject of Bapriſm, according. to Propyſ,.1. IE So read 20 fb,” 
| | Propotgiep 6. Such Chyrch-members, wha either by death, - or ſome other. extraordinary; 
Providence bave been mevitably hindred' from publick ating as aforeſaid, yet have given 
the Chucb cauſe in. judgement of chatity, to look at them 8s ſo \ ay" tor. and ſuch as had they-: 
heen called thereunto, would have ſo aFtd,their children are to be Baptized. © + 2 
This'is manifeſt, 1. Becauſe the main foundation: of the right. of the child ro:pri- 
viedge remains, vig.: Gods inſtiturion,and the force of his covenant.carrying ir to the - 
generations of ſuchas continue keepers -of the coyenant; 7. e. not viſibly breakers of 


, and their meniberſhip2cing diſtin& from the parents memberſhip, ceaſerh nor, bur - 

continues notwithſtanding the-parents deceaſe or neceſlary abſence: and if members; . 
then ſuhje&s of Bapriſm. 2. Becauſe the parents notdoing what is required in the fifth 
Propoſitron.is throught want of opportunity z Which is not to be imputed as their guilc - 


- 


ſoas tobe a bar to the childes previledge, 3- God reckoneth that-as donein his1er- 
vice, to which there was a manifeſt defire.and endeavour, albeit the aRing ofir were- 
tindred ; as in David tobuild.the. Temple, 1. Kings 8,18, 19, in Abraham cams -> 


4.” 
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techs. twig: 
rarien, viz. 7-Of its owneonfiit 


MEE ED Tenn 
3al. Jotalt ſeparation from a true Church ts untawilll: Bur todeny cofr 1 1ng00d 
ajens, is ro make a total: ſeparation. Now to baptizea fr fabje&, as ts the hate in | 
geſtion, is © havfilcand pious ation, and therefore by virtue bf Communien of Ehurches, 


5 7 


In tha caſe mentioned to be attended; And if Baptiſin Lav fully adiionify » 4 y, and 
e F 


* 


ought to be received by us for our children in another rrue-Chareh, where Provi- 
gence ſo caſts us;a3 that we cannot have ir in our own,(as doubriefs Egg anyongh 
bo:) then alſo we may and ought in; like caſe to dil PR, whey defired, 
1 4mect ad lawfubſubje#, being 'a member of another Church. To. deny.or refuſe \, 
ther of theſe, would be/an unjuſtifiable - refuſing of ' Communion of: Churches, and NN 
tending to. finfulſeparation. - + ol Sr HR Es ES 
_ + Suihas removetbeir habitation, ought orderly. to eduenant and ſubjeF themſelves toth e 
Gwernent of Chriſt inthe. once ah they ſettle-rbeir abode, and fo their children to be 
I 


badtiz : Reeaufe the regularly baptized are diſciples, and under the Diſciplipe and 
> > en ks of Chriſt: Bur they: thi are abſolutely reinoyed from t e Church ; 
Wheccof:they-wete, ſo as-to be uncapuble of being under Diſcipline. there, ſhall he 
under je nowhere; if nocin the Church where they inhabir. They that would haye | 
urchpriviledges, bught robe under Chureperiver : byy YER will be under no 
mech-power, buras lambs in a large place, if nor.under it there' where, their ſec- 
ledabade is, 2, Every Chriſtian ovight to covenant for himſelf and his children, of 
profefiedly to give up himſelf and'his co the Lord; and'rhat in-rhe way of bis pgs 14 
$22 . 5/70 | EX : . | . Weuhs 


oY 


/ 


Pin © ond Conſobiati of Churobes. To 
Den'? 26; 7. & 12; 5. and explicire covenanting 1% a duty, eſpecially where” we are 
calted to 1t, and have opportunity for,it : nor can rhey well be ſaid to covenant im- 
plicitely, thardo explicttely refule a profeſſed covenanting, When- calle@ thereunto... 
And eſpecially this'covenanting is a duty, when we would parrake'of ſuch a Chutckt- 
priviledge, as bapriſm for our children is. But the parents in queſtion will now be 
profeſſed covenatiters'no where, if not in the Church where their fixed habitation is, 
T herefore they- ought orderly'cro.coyenant there, and ſo their children robe baptized. 
3.To refuſe covenanting and ſubjeRion to Chriſt's Government in the Church where 
they live, being ſo.removed, as to be utrerly uncapable of it elſewhere, woull 'be a. 
walking diforderly,and woulf too much favour of profatieneſs and ſeparation; and 
hence'to idminifter_bapriſm to the children of ſuch as ſtand/in that way, would be to - 
alminiſter Chriſt's Ordinances to ſuch aSare ina way of fin and diforder , which : | 
ovight nor to be, 2'Theſſ.'3.6, 1 Chron. 15:13. and 'would* be contrary:to that Rule,, 
I. Cor, 14: 40. Let ache be done —_— and. in bs | 


I ———_—— 
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wack, _ A 7 Hethey ads ko the Word F560 Got there onghe ko be 4 Cmſcii o- 
Char ches, and what ſhould be the manner of it 2 © { 
- Anſw, The Anſwer may be brieffy given inthe Propoſitions following. | 
: T1. Every Charch or particular Congregation of viſible Saints in Goſpel-ordey, being thr. : 
-_ with a Presbytery, at leaft with a Teaching Elder, and watking together in truth and 
6, bath reoefvedt from the Lord Fefus full power and anthiyity- Eccleſraftival. within it - 
jifrgulrs 19.t0 pk ie at} the Ordinances of Chriſhiand 18 not wider any.other eeblefteftital * 
Futiſdifion what Wer. For to ſuch a Church Cheiſt hath gjyen the Keyes ef rhe Kingtfon - 
of f Heaven, rhar bH0S of Iooſe on 24rth, ſhall BE Doynd or lodfed ir beaveng Milt: 26. 
19.8 18; w, '8 ik Lite ers are He every Chuyeh, Ads 14:29- Fi6-1.5.and are therein 3 
aurhotized officially to atniniſte: - OI Word, Prayer, Sacraments und -Cenftres, 
| Mat: ed ln MF\ 5.4. vCat;.4; 1, be 5. 4512; MAB 2o. 38; X Th, 5 t79664/5-Fhe - 
| xe R_ of the Caper of Corinth # of the Afian Churches ſeverally,imports they - 
\- Power; cath of them within: themiielves, toreformn the abiiſes that wets wits 
irfollows - thr Canſociation of chavehes Hor. 


—- Thy. vs 0. Wet 

Bern i or ery er, bur couttel Fort the Ward of Godt6lReRt - 
'l ke rg ne upon all juſt 

| ts of Chrift dn fund i x fifterly relitrion each to ether; cat. 9.8. doin 
y ring atth ani- Order, FpH. 4.5. Cok 2.5. to wait abe 7 ae 4-4 
, I Phil.9. i6- in: rhe exerciſe of che ſame Ordinances fo r_ the ſame eh h-4- 411 23 55 
x Cor:16% £7 Ude; oe ad the fame political Heal, the L « Feſus Ch/iR; Eph li-s. Th6cet 

- I 4: 5 Keve 41 7;” Which thhion n tiſcts1 Communion faicuble_chebeunirs. - 4%" 

31 Wattitminion of Ghitthee is th faithful improvement Hole of 19; gifts v 

tf fer bis ſervice and glory, and their mural gond and edification,; eardly 


qhertnit CVE 41 44-10;t7, T Cor. $4.4,7. 

| Gal6.10, _ . - 

4, Ally Communion Churches are ſuch af theſe 55. ir cy *# 
Toh th HD RE fat .andther, 2 Cor. Tt 28; Cine 8; Roma, 5-coet- 


L £ i; or VT 4 4 od of their Gifts 7 n Tetnporalo or Shiritzat netffies, ROMA 
63S 4 at A 


COR 81,414. #4 | 
3. To maine Unit Ok nd Pace i '&5 Tt iteeen one to anit rof their dtchia te! | 
"its orderly 4 fired, Abtsr i. 2,3,4,18 22.13;21,36." 1C0r.F6-34; V0 iYengtDer - 
one another in their reeular. Adminiſtrations 3 as in ſperial by #:concnrt#hF be IÞ ve 
erſc juſt res, "Aﬀs [5.41.8 16.4,5. 2Tim.4.15. 2Theſl 3,14. 
OY Re __ Hely from; give belp unto w other. « - 


10:24. 1 £68. $oink 
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18 ;: Propoſitic tions concerning the Subjett of Baptiſm, Ke. Ml 

r.In caſe of Diviſions and contentions whereby the peace of any Church is diſturbed,AQs 14.2; 

2.In matteys of more then ordinai y importance, Prov.24.6.8 15: 22, as Ordinaton, Tranf: 

. Hon, and Depoſition of Elders, and ſuch like, 1 Tim. 62:22: -i.:; 

3- - dunbrfal and difficult Queſtions and controverſi es; Do#trinal or Praflcal, that May ar Ul S: 
S.IS.2 | 

4. For the. -Ffring of m al- Adminiſtrations, and healing of Errors ad Scandals, that are 

, unhealed among themſelves, 3 Fohn ver. 9, To. 2 Cor. 266. 11, 1'Cor.ts5. Rev.2.14,15z - 

I6. 2 Cor.12.20,21.69 13. 2. Churches, now have need. of help in like caſes, as * 

well as churches then. Chriſts care is ſtill for. whole churches, as:well asfor parti- 

cular perfons ; and Apoſiles being now ceaſed.ther@remains:the duty of brotfier- 

| py and eval care-and helpfulneſs incumbent upon churches, eſpeclally Elders 

or That end. . ; 

5. In love and faithfulneſs-to rake notice of the Treubles and Difficulties, Errors and Scandals 
. of another church, and to adminiſter help(when the caſe manifeſtly calls for it) though they 

—_ ſonegled- their own good and duty, as not to Serkir fo Exod. 23.455..Prov.24.11, 13. 

—_ one another when there is need and cauſe for it 3 and after due means with þa- 

q word vſed, to withdraw from & church or *peccant party Fperenn o obſtinate 7 perſiſt mg in, 

" Error or Scandal; as in the Platform of Diſcipline (chap.15 ſeft ecteJs partic Ze 1 Is more 

 arlargedeclared; Gal.2.11,14.2 Theſſ:3.6s Rem,16.17.,. 

5. Conſociation of churches, is their _—_ and */ \lemn Agreement to exerciſe communion 
inſuch ar, as aforeſaid, amongſt themſel ves, with ſpecial reference to thoſe churches, which © 
by providence w planted ina conventent vicitnity,. t ough rhe liberty reſerved without . of: 
= to make uſe of others, as the nature F. the caſe, or the advantage of. Snranty may: 

\eMNTOe | 7 
The churches of Chriſt in this countre having h cond opporiunty if iy Tk 
emaded ren, as their duty thus to conſociate., For.1 .Comr of ct 
and-conſociation being bur. Aproemer 4 pag? 2 


comman al Pld 119-196; Nebeml-1Þ3Þ £5 2..P 
labour the, Fo ee rea ane and 


ve morlch 


hry ca 


$.22, Ec 
in AS; els rH . may BE. 
marterſhall require. ; COATING ge communion of chr 
1s not pbſcurely, held forth in. 1/4. 29.2 dps: CePD. 3s 9. 
6, There hath co ta tly been in theſe c P (HLL.T Ordiner M19 
Pen en 2h5 gn CITE of amd pane = ders:. 
mp ER a coofocy Jop,s bh zeth to the | - WICH . 
o-Wantan cxpedicyt | ene. diff F 
&aercnce GER EE odds = X thi: 
part 0 eh Dodrine thereof were duely pradtiſed. © : 
7. The manner. of the Churches agreement herein, or entring into this Con j 
h\Church's epen conſenting unts the things here declar earn aw : 
phat 1s i (od thereabout in chap.1 3.8.16. of the Pla tform of pap : 
ac to other Churches in this Colony. and: Countrey» 45 in Propol. ; 5h 
8. The manner 0 exerciſing and prafliſing that Communion, which this on 
eth unto, may be, by making * uſe 8ccA Afanally "Elders or Wie B 
by the mare ſo ; Meetings of a erSARG Meſengers b. leſſe 
BP regtitee | | #raagh 
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| Anti- Sno Zalis Scripts th mericars. Y 


A Propoſal ofthe Judgment of the Diſenting Mef- 
. ſen rs of the Churches of New-England Aſſembled; xa 
y the: Appoi it: wh of . the General Court, 


 March10. 1682, whereof there were ſeveral 
flions afterwards. 


This Sortpr or Treatiſe, by Gods Providence; falling int 
- . thehandsofa Friend to-the Truth, and the Concents thereof, Se. 

_ wasÞ bhea $95 the ng Hen; te rae ddr Com- 
. mMunonirom the.Diſteming Brethcen ;. which t are detired not to 

' beoffended with, bis 4 | 
Whereip chere/ isan Ankita he Arguments aleadged by i - 
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"The Preface to the Reader. 
Reader, - (7 


2k no _ Suſe, thar thay (nd ibis FP hatch hev rfl 


bg Tractate.hall conieYbould(t haye an acecunt of th 
24M L pu ingots ; this being ret ron 
NYT" ing of controverſie ng ho abour Fre | 


al To rn end, (wh ere- we ini h no 
SL eur of it would have appea ; ppeared) ahd alfo 
thenthe DoArine of allche Cong regaric naF-Chutches the | 
laid rdand and New-England, NG in New- Haven,and'Plin He 
| 4divior ;, yeaandallo, that ic hach been borh the Judgment and general 
* I Praia the C tes Ba jpoeenr (ſome few incanſider: £ eX> 
s i: >) for rhe cc of 76 now this Do&tine is.laderywith 
JE I won ie De rhar iri8arp Te- 


| - niade, phe pwony big (ores ov; Taſer" the apple'o of CO 


LY tention inall the reformed Churches, whtich is is 2 ma*vailous ſad chm 


| iS & event EOCACY] 6 of Ano? Deed "6 I 2.1 uy. eh 


Anti-8ynodalia, Se: : ” " 

echreg.of:four main, ObjeRjons againſt the publiſhing 6f of our | 

| judgment abour this confroverſie abou Baptiſm ('for about rhe fecond: 
ice it is laid down by the Synod in ſeveral Propoſitions, and the- 

phos leaping we.agree with them) we ſhall xpreſs rhe Main ObjeAir- 

© ich are theſe. | | 

Oo T The Tad© onſequents of the pablifiing nr d! rent, as theviſe 6 is may: | 

be afterward; an offence of heart to us, may byes too late Yepehrance £9" 

Azſ..1: We mult notlook to Conſequents Mn doing our Quty, bur the 

| goodneſsof our Cauſe:as for Conſequens,fne ſay with Hefter,ch. 4.16. 


if [ov rib we prifhy; tha is, We refign x up our ſelves & cauſe tothe. wil 
'- of 
= We profels, Thi t we cantbriſee how. it can fland mh p ace of 
Conſcience. in the Bay Ct Churches, tofa fall noW tothe leavin ir for= 
mer praCtiſe, in the diſpenſa cion beth of Bapriſm and Teo Fon Suppers. 
and ro take up anew manner of Ape Sien of them,and to reſtherein. :. 
We Have ofcen heard is, _ Nlljydgefriro be four Divinity; Thar ths 


leavity "by forſaking of fin, 15 not 7 rrent to true Repentance ; there 
miuft be re LE be and'publick nat L | 


and ſcandalous fins, ( as chisis  concelatd tobe) 1 Sam..12:Tg, To TA 


in to deprive ſomapy poor nan * have lived and dyed 
7 oE-Ts ; HE HEN. ok $5? | hath © Theſes 


CO reac fox LE 
bnepkar (the Ls Fre, agai | | At 
 Hefoup <y 1 ply 
and. @ncernin pre N, Þ 
- rx Wo ut F= bf 


£ 
yy 


r and: eltru@ion.; A oo X I 
El yen ſo long ih fo griby0F7h 11 
138 of the. fame narute,. and 

Janpl (| nſel'of Golfavainit, ot 
Teen: 5 -ny. hy oh fp png the Regdom 
we plead )helongs unto. 

Ti I” do I OD as We 

cripy L; AFanieS are, rized, 

gs rg? 250 Foie, er 
| or:conic iefice nor ect, © any b therway::./ 

pra Ei. at ſo. li tive, muſt” ny chirgs-" 
iurches war ra baptiſm 0 ] of there onfnauihe nou” 

2h M ee vert Hou potueee fell > OO 

.we have caule. to rg at r ABESner 'Ar(Cwhich nuiff hoy " 
jlty it fo. our. Churches) £ at-Conce neerns rhe Lot ds Supper; "That 
w ; evi al fortsthea M e perſonally is Covent the LINnS: 'þ 


er Chil au I ye 
pickay then the other was irre 


drnit ra x po, 1 provwke 6h aileics 
many of thedvdy 26d bloodof Chai,” and was cathg'ad "ikng 
ent tor ſelves, 


 Obje 5, That the publiMing of theſ, et euAltroublechs ace of "the 
C hint her ; they are the robes of tre that pee ins 
hold, er toate Thdp | x many Nearned men. | 
la x. We trayju =. 9s caſe, Tharif perſotis ar are 
oltef : ofboate or fands or 80ods;' and other men break in upors* 
wo taye aww; r lawful poffelfeotis;or fo miich as rocall them inco 
t < roBonrtoetl charge= 
bretk mm upoty ethers, thar before 
were & ro hold cheir own,” to rob thetn "Y 
meolepleyoco to hold their on? 35.20» 
bred wwoperiabds >a 9 that 
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ao_—_ in ; the. Land DF, 


Uea os Ifet ifit) Oe tad pp at, oli, 7 _ 
Har. Zach's. rg. Heb, 121g; nfithet 

Wiieſs, &n ee itrihe cafe led, Tae 
os Fora a Sem of his arthe Courr;told the Kin chit wo 


WE hereto ot it made neither for peace, por rhe funding out of i t F tIrath, 
jibe 


| EE ch: ; no, chis isthe way to 
Een Ir th ices be ſ:d, yet the ruth that Eaito 


ive. We know'the fire'is bead diitdy 

recompence the cadneſe, 'You cannot 
Þ ay Ne whe mn lighr, you. muſt ney | 
' ene Nik le eee rhe witfthink the houſe is pul- ny 
ling o' down, bit thefather knows the benefir thar will come by ir ; there 
will be rubbiſh and:duft raiſed by rhis. means (as in {ſweeping houſes ) 
but che Vohr thacis ſet itn; wilt eafify remove it : So in this conroverkie:. 
BSE : The diſſepters were calted bythe Lord, and: the3uchority of the _ 
'Cayrt, r6 T-port"rheir' reftimony'to'rhe tfuth ; they do tio-more thets 
their dury;andtheir Fitrhfulnefe ro God and Kis Geopſs call” for it's 
were it ihetrobm cauſe only, they were nor worthy to breath, tf rhe 
would nor wich Nafexztn, as fortierly Jongh, rather Be caſt into rhe 
Sea themſeſves; if fo {be all might be calm inÞublicR Hut this cauſ@ Dez 
. et Ou Ie ——_—_ horrid 0d leo hb ff 
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. 

p e ; 
$ 

'L 
, : 
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4845-Symedalin; ” oY 
SFO Wy forfake country apd kindredy-and their ER houſes, © 
pre ho: inco a land not:ſowhyto.enjoy the pure-worthip of Godnd. 


yet pow-with incredible unanimiry, and ſpeedy conſent,. ro 
| uy, 1d remove their bounds of worth ID, which. they hado 


hn; <> CIR we deſire nothing, burto rerain- ponents ws 
| penfarions, which we have ſo dearly bought, and, fo long enjoyed with» - 
Y ol Interruption, before tus pleaded! for coryertion ot NE. Non 94- 
avor. eſt uirtys quam uh recepta. twert,  Judg, 11, 24, Should Neunor 
poſlefie what the Lord gur God hath given.us tg polleſs Bay <1 
Obj. 3. They aremeer Novelliſts and [nnovators that contend. for theſe 
' «things among ſt us.; our moſt: learned. CAL niſters were of che Super mind, . 
Anſm.1. | rinſe bf bog thus minded.as:the $ ynoder and 


many as ys ein Judgmenc as<0-ſoylder withePariſh-Chy 
general practiſe 


Was NMIIE OA $88. the. diſſencers | 2ere;plead ; 
and ſee the general judgment ofaltche Leamed Elders( divess ofa who " 
do now rerreaty, and a=>vedie camera). in the books enticuled Cl ; 

_ Government and Church-Covenent,, wich general fplicgtion. 1 in our MW | 

ſwer.to 33% Weſt. Anna 1639/page 223/235 Mew. 1 M4 

Sxch children, whoſe father. andporher of. them helerver 1 an en fie - 

= ed; are pads by the eApoſtle (as it ſtems tous Y uot fedgrally bo! * 

1.418 = "x 2G wicleas, whatever ther > ck Maes be pedo ” 

| If you can give us a ſufficient anſwer tg take us off fram. that Seriptyres 

WNT} &. ON Fo»! Sion: air to-limit thefaderal eſs.or- jARCEL, mr: 

WHY" Hoſe rave parents, exc or both were Telepperiy: ; "6 
 bearken'to Jut thertin,.. ©. 4 ety t FRSY 

 Andfurther, pag..2.3. they (5 IRORY VN ee wes 

2-1 Hiads ellen that all Members of. Churches ES Pa, ge zo TR il 
 Samts;&: faubful.in C briſt Jeſ#s;Eph<1.1.1.Cor.1,2.Col,x.2.P 

: theieupen we Accaunt it our duty touſe all lawful as $conuenient 

Ty God ma 1 help us to diſcern, whether thoſe, that -0 er. tþ 

_ Charths Members, be-per ſons ſo qualified or no ;- Ant it herefare fir 

hear them fyrak;concerning thegift aud grace. of juſtifying: fath wn 1 

fouls, 7 manner of F Gol, te dealug with them,in working it in; their hearts: 

. Secondly, wwe hear them ſpeak;,what the 1:48 believe conterning,” the doftrine 

of faith, ſo taking a tryal what meaſure they have of the good:hnowledp e of 

the'Lord, as - bo ang that. without knowled e niew-canuat; well: examine 
themfelues, a dif ſeern the Lords Bi x, 45 C. wrch- Meinbers, ought to-.do, 

IS when they come tothe Lavds Table, And hereby wewould previne (as. tha | 
* _ _ ” Lord ſpall belpas)the creeping in of any 4xto the Chprch, that may be infer 
- - *, Pth corrupt opinions, of Arminiani[aut, Fampliſme, &c. ar-avy other 

dung fY0Ws ny, AN that. faith whichwas ance delivered, tothe Saints, 

| { M ae cher, 


bh 5 G mW nog eaiil i Ouch mat fre, Propane, 


mY IY. 


xt oy 


a 


brogdef ways chongh the Rreight may. may.be never. fo cleae. on 7d: 
unto him.and'to affe& rhe ſtronger (de, eſpecially when perſons that. 
arg.eminent in place and power, and [earning and+piery rog-are-ſo linked. 
together ; wg Man I Tang: -laith) ro have the farh of Chriſt and. 
everytruth of Chriſk.in refpe&of perſons, 7 4 1 A eo! 

 Now-leaft the diſcourſe ſhould ſeem to anygo' be needleſg being that. 
all-orher*Congregational-@hurches, thar we.-can --* ee 
knaw of,/hotd no-ortier polirions,chen-what is de- \ - See this in the De+ 
ferded here.about the ſubjeCt-of Baptiſme 3 yer Ceration of the: Faith: 
- 1ndeclining rimesthe beft had need 3 myivvic RTM 7p 
to be: confirmed, no doubc burehis remprarion will : Bier mer atrhe «xd 
ſpread further, when more. than<he third part of- ch. 29. of Baptiſine 4. 
- the-Matsof Heaven here are-ſweptdown, as ir is | he 


FF: - propheſysd, iRev. 12: which-Chaprer if ic be. well weivhed together 


— with the former, would feem more plainly-ro ſuic with Godswonde: ful 
- providence intheplanting and proceedings of the Churches of New- 


Eng/and, then any other times or hiſoryes chat are extant, 'that We knows = 
- ob, this1ga few years,perhaps months; it will appear,. * . -.. TINuD 
JRANTS © Fas __— 1 IFRS OE Cal EPs CHCA IEIBES," Furihere 


. J 3 : 
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, hy, 
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67. | avti-gymodelia, t46.- , ; 
* - Furthernore; Tee the world know thit the-Lord hach itt 2 for ines 
in N. E, who hold faſt his nditte and are ſtedfaft in the faich, and order: 
of rhe Goſpel, and do deteſt the,abormioations of A richrift: apdall the- 
Lnbs of that monſtrous feind our of the botromleſspir; * 7 
And let it not be ati offence to.aty Chtiftian thhawhae hath boon 
*ſtind, ab: found one like to Ur:jah haPrieN, thar would ſer up the 
\_ * Altat of Duwnſens anong vs tothruſt - our theBrazen'At-: 
rat of the Lords inſticuici6t, or one of the Bldet@(viz; Mr, Thomas Pre 
ker Paſtor of rhe Churctt at Newberry in New-Brgland, that*hath pify-" 
ho liſhed a Book pleading for Epilcopacy, 'viz. that. eriticy-? 
T2 WT led Adoſes and Anron, oft that hath verified that Hebrew 
- *' - proveibChomet Ber jann Vinegar is the Sos of wine 3 one 
that wasthe Son of that Reverend & Leartied: Divine Mr, Rob ert Parkty 
that was Flagelluns 'E Epiſcop r#11, Which in that learned and- elaborate: 
Book De Polkain Eccleſraſtica, hath" confuced that Fotlamoue'a oh A 
| Mr. James Norſe for the deferice of Biſhops powet | 
WH "that (iten#th- of Argumenc' that the Gates of ertrndeor nancy or md 
Tt! prevail azainſ{ :\et-here is found #640; agaifev, ſuch. «cold Kirching 
_a_ aoainſt his Dawy as the Proverb is, | 2} 
W.- Toh —_ ld dorm aha not 
{* * _'_ Prop; $.page 62..i5t at forme 11m4) ve ju pereorit 3 
Og Vin 8 ons let op y Chriſti inflitarion, v4 & (heh 
For the proof of this there are fifteen Arguthenes alledy which if. 
| they Agraalfocinesi into 1es; would #ppear ridicalous amoris = 
Wl  * young Scholatsin Univerfities ; " andfuch wetwe polity rooms +1 
 - Conclifonalleds ed, there being tio inſticetion' propoſed or-. 
þ 


| 


[ ment{nehee. which ſeeins to come neereſt' to a ſemi-. 
proof, isof the E piſcopacy of Trewothy td Tris which noYoubr wete | 
[4H 'Bithops1n the ſenſe chat all Presbyrers are;bur-i6 any; ſuperiout rafik; Ke. - 
Wn - _"-6f Evaigeliſts to fancy chew, is groundleſs, as niay/ appear both in Mr. 
| | Paul Baines. his Die 6/50 tryal, and chat elab&ate diſcourſe of the Unbi- 
_ RE ſhoping of Timothy and Titws, aSalſomn Perkins Polit, Eecleſ, Bur row 
ll 1harths Supertonityof the Hieratchy over other Elders, croffes Chriſts 
inſtitution ;. ſ @ John 18, 36, wherehe faith, That my Kingd:m 15 nvt 
of this SY And Math. on 26. The Kings of the Gentiles have dojin's 
#101 ,—Pat it ſhall not be ſo amongſt you, 1 Pet. 5, 2. Not as bein Lords 
ever Gods Heritage, but examples to the Flock. * And verſ., 4, Peter the j- 
paſte hjanſelf, ealleth himſelf eX fellow Elder to the reft obElders + 
© Addethofeplaces where all the Church-Officers of Divine Infffitvrien * 
are mentioned; Row, 12, 7,8; 1Cor, 12, 28, Yet let any Urijah 
ſhew us any footing for aPrelate i in chem. 
It wouldbe longto alledge ina Preface what Carmwright, Whitaker, G 
| bene] ; *Þ Jeter "Chamier ; have. w: Uten againſt Ge. Herarchy: _—_ 
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Nl ty OE oy -Anti-$yno alias "Wy _—_ 
Let for a cloſe Ds, Rezwalds im his. conference with Hart, - 8 "be 
conſulted wickfaff,' jo: a he ſhews the riſe and otisinal of AAS 
where he faich, 1.” Thar:Elders were ordained in ever y City, Aﬀts 14, 
33+ ad that to feed the: Flock}, whereof” the Holy GhoR had "made 
themBiſhops, 485.20. 28. 2. That all Presbycers were equal. 3. Thar 
a Print ac them at their meetings (which was but pro tepore) 
was app yay right bot by the tlie cohiſent and choice of Pres- 
dre, Ther: a dpomer only inhis own City,as every El- 
er in his Block, 8c. $4 pores al rus by Ashdician,the dion. 
Metropolicans, and ag operate Popes climabed-up ſo high ro. their 
Princely Danivedug. the oc ng in this Dungbil niay happily. 
aye upon 1 


be unſavoury ({houl ic>) to-our ſelves and others.. Ler 
the Prolocutor'to Moſes and And ſet up tis bh ooareny there, rely 
no gugcions and truly wie man; willenvy 


+. Neuher let: CE RnS, proay im Ne 8. (which 'n0 

doubt are many }:bhe emned ommon-Praying :: ok Gods 
Advocates in NE. Who cindind-Adkes and fluckehen) fotth « out 
-retten hedge, (as if ſaid } as fit arerials; apdticenfils toedific. 
Geiegerpl ina Bev et , and thararar ry gold, 


ind > Tige a lamet- 
tation, 


* Burdeaſbahu the Reatetaſfonld be aid over-laing in-the Porch, Te 
3s; time to apenedogresiler bim paſs inro-the-itner roomes, and the 
Lord paure:down To voogpar-er #[piric of diſcerning,” andrighr jadge=- 
Ono On t $6 TR ra Aero A Godsh houſes. 
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To the Honored PEE of the ] 


Wi 


theſe; He that differsin Judgement from wijt, 1 nol, and Godly 


24 Preſerue due reverence in dns heart, 'and ſhew due reſpett tothens aceor-" - 
diag toctheir marth © 3, Tncall rhings wheres be can agree,” wy auld be - 
pat ro manifeſt .atl poſſible: obſervance gud. reſpelt unts:rhent'; 


= 


: Te as an affiiftion to bim.- 


 - * Hot, we may truly profeſſe before the Lord and his people, on our own | I 
DIM bebale, thatehis buſi ople, | 


many | 
| prayers and tears, and muCh affliion of ſpirit, and confliits with. fad - 


"5 Fs Begg re ſuch as are otherwi < minded deficins tobe jealous 


. . youthamonglt us; 


 eſſachuſets, FOHN ENDICOT Eſq; - 


Together with the 'reſt-of the Honoured 
Bznch, and the Court of Deputies. 4 


A plaine Propoſal of che Judgement of the Meſ. 
 {engers of the Churches Diſſenthg from the Major 


part, afſernbled inthe SYNODE at Boſton _ the tip 
_ Queſtion, which was- ; 
what 1s the ſubjett of Betiimer 
The Preface, 


dat hank been delivered in writing by lar Reverend iivine 
Mr.Jer, Burroughs, in his Irenicum, we mult needs premiſe for 
our etvesby way of preamble ts'our followi ing diſconrſezths Wotds are. | 


1, Had need.to ſpend much tune in prayer ted humiliation before the Coed. 


1s what ſtill his conſcience. will not: : ſuffer bias TERgreE vithih 


wch, We charare diſagrecingin Jud e tes 


ed and Reverend þ r:bns, eminent, cicher inPlacey Lear 3&dli 
veile, that have differenc apprehenſions From-us,: how-an7 eftion 
par bee dby this Hhonout Carts awetrult; zf otic ork pen us 


nefle and our diſſent therein, hath colt 4is 


remprations abour ir: And alſo thar-'we have deſired romaintaip not 
only Cha: gable, but Reverend chovghts, affeRiions and reſpeRs in dur | 


of our ſelves, leaſt that we fhould through any prejudice and parriaſity' 
Jwerve or turn aſide from the truths * 


Moreover it is apparentin what ve have yielded, and voted with the 
reſt, ſo far aggthat rightly confidered and practiſed ,ir weuld filence all _ 
fad complaints againſt the rmany great and prevailing cotrupuions of 


Withall we requeſt, rhat this -our difſent r may1 norbe imputed to ſelf 
onceir, arrogancy, or defire of affeQation of fangularity, nor ay. will- 
 fullneſle, Fo we are but few Dillenters in comp 


"2s Lot lo ecmed of Nicedemns, wo _ fend out agginlthe 


defence. 
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ate ynodulie, {6s 
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ChighPrieh Pe 7.595! ; Ner.of Gowal: PR $*: No 
of Hp iabhin tae, QId -LeGamegnt ; gor of 44 Hts, wb i 
in the Counſel of N Lice ftood againſt 318 Biſhops nor fr the few Ql(=, 


= int he. Allembly of Divines in England; therefore why 
we be AORE i repur 
- Refides Te my 


7 few to adveyure h 


S þ: concen of duty. in ſuch caſe, that wilt drive 
deliver their. own. ſouls, and. for their O 


balls harge their obligation to; God x ;: becauſe 


they ſhould Not @- = thor {0 far.gs they are ablg,/ - Ahpre:014y ; 


ge. Coach felt-denyal.inſq deinggin bearing? the Þ:unt of ſg much: COlLe=s, 


pyal for perſons to. incurre; 


tion, Itis no'littleſelf- 
the '6f men. of: ſuch place, Ye 
_ 'dear Miends and reladions,c ly his nh 
' to rowe” aga 
ui vents and fad aſet-clapsyas ay be eheir.yrier updoing. -; 

-<Buc'thar' axjny noetaterrupt-your: weighty occalions with cedious: 


Curley " 


| hatiottand oppoſe 


z. reputation opento reproach,; 


«LV Webegin wich char Chanier i ſpeaks of Bapeilme,(£h $:chpa: * 
$a) ag e-ie eg 3 fi That is,face! difatlow Giliz 
_— 7. ues) [tt 5, ſucely.none can LallOW QUI>: 
at. 115 pans nk rele robs non. -| gence (uſed) forthe avoiding 'of,.the 


rerve: [We: >a much- a5 may. be Suite Haguſſes lye | 
ant Simones; ct Urs proexe- {horhid-;\ but- beſides the;Apolih Shave: 
Breet ous: Aroſtali exenoplis, gone before us: by theic: Examples, as 
Y * Philippus, As uy 37. 3 Phil, AQs $6.37 
Our diligence and-care'1s only this, char? y: Ordinaneys. of Bap- 
tiſme ſhouldnotbe prophaned-; it-is not onWhe,bot many Simer Mas 
guſſes, that we Jofre tobe kept our; ; and ſurely Philip Fo ſaid rethe 
| Funichgf thoy believeſt nithali heart, thou mayeſt be. baptized, ſaid 
in effe&, That wileſſe thou beliewe with al thy heart, thou: mayeſt wt be. 
baptized And this is all that We contend for in perſons that are of 
age. 


"7 


2. Thouehthis Jiſawifdan fee nor about fundamentals and tial 
'of ah; -and | Chridian Religion yer ir-redehech. to the* fundamentals 


entring in, and the going forth of the Sanfhsry 1 ay The ade 
niſi of Members, and the Caſtins-of chem forth, +. - 
. That the eaſe: concerns not onely that ' Theory,: bu: our Ccon- 


rim practice inche worſhip of: God, Waich if ic be contrary. to- our = 


be 


* / 
d ** at $3 Fr; . Lf '] J BY 
be 1+ W219. IC ; 
+*; . - oP — - 


ed of?.-- _ 


ey (hould contra guilt unrochemle Ives, if, 


Fan quality , yea bappily: 


inſt ſo great a ſtream, and Upon che point to: hazard, their all _ 


0 Ay preſenc theſe: further ' conſiderycions for Ours - 


profienand? on | prophanationof fo-holy #hings ;leaft.chac = 


and fleqyirls of order in Church Adminiſtrations, which ares,Exth.. 4; 
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ATTN. Eee IG 
10  Anti-Synodalia, 0, 
lipht muſt tieeds be a contimial-Rtumbling.block-in our way, 
vance to ous conſcienices, becauſe wharſoover is not. of faith” 
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And this we account a matter of greateſt concernmenr, ſeeing that 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt profeſſed , Johz 18. 39; .To thu end was 1 
borne, and for this caufe came I''mto the world,- to bear witneſſe_ to. the: 
Truth ; and he added- that Every one that i of the Truth heateth-his 
voice, And this is' no doubr exemplary ro all Chriſts Servants; in 

- ereating of thoſe trurhs that dy concern Chrifts Kingdom ( of which the 
Text ſpeaks) and though many will ſay of theſe truths contempruouſly, 
What iseruth 2: not regarding of it y. yet this is-an. eminent employ» 
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3. 


- © driti-Spwodett, abc Xr 
ment to bear Wicneſſe- to the Truth ( in their Rations ) 1 in theſe 
times, and co hold fortha'T efftnolly 40 the worth thereof, and 
whatſoever evil” RE ir meets Withall inthe world ac 

hat every one that is of the Trikhy 
will at one my or ot ther own itas the voice of Chriſt. 
And it was for the egjoynicht of che Truch, that we have pur our 
lives in our hands, and haye _ - our Fathers we have not ſeen 


chein, nej er ee noe ved our bdctrea , thac 
Wwe m1 


"ey VN and - the Go of our 
God, Dent. 33, 9. and ho 


che fear of the loffe ilbea, our 
to Fre 'that''we heir fo Fany ſed'complaincs of render © 
ſcierces,' of the' Lovers of $0v,/ thar ki lik old Cs 
fide, watching, hoſe earts &6 rrerible for the. Atk 5f God, 
lome1uct etedlorig, om oe eden 


preſens, yer our) þ ore- 1s, 'T 
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mation thereof...” —_ 
3. We hall ſells "M far 5 ſhall be requiſite) the ſeveral 
_Propofirions laid downby the major part, and ſhe. how far we 
do diffenr, with the Reaſons of our diflenting 
: Weſhall anſwer thoſe Arguments eſpecially,thar are: thoughe 
eſt ſtrength e6 + the Propofi- 1ons that have been: 
Ba rheten ed to us ; and th nd defice to difpatch with what. 
brevity we can, and the matrersin hand may permic : Thus..of the 
| Order imtended,, Now follows. the firſt Queſtion, the ſenſe and 
meaning whereof we ſballbriefly unfold, according as We do. ap« 
gretiend? Its.” ET <a ph \ / 
To anos" aku POT INES ve Weſton 


-- Queſtion I, 1444 is the Subjelt of Baptiſm . .31522G 2 7 LP; 
Thar all things may be cleared: as we 20, one word".needsto be 
explained, thats, What 18 meant by-Sabjett 2 Therefore ©: - 
1; By S#bjetismeant here nor the Subje& "of inherence, - which: 
are thole.thar are alrgady baptized; there 18 no-need to tnake a Que+ 
jon of rhar 3 bur the reciptent Subje& is meant 4; that 1s, ſuch as 
arCappointed by: Godin holy Scriprure ro-receive it ; thar' hath 
beerythoughs difficult ro figd; and hath coſt much labour and diſpute 
. to may Divines, and they have fil differenc” apprehenſions abour 
- kr ; he Ber anquiredaftery OY 
©" 34" The Receiving SobjeRts of baptiſme; tay be confidered ei- 


: 


ther #3'common or ptopierz: comttion as rmen,/ women and children;. - 


- 


proper, 'te'whom ic" agrees, both ro all; and onely, arid-Recipro- 
cxlly'* in this ſenſe/4t is conceived” by: ſome,. that 'all Believers 

' utthaprizedtre'the proper Subje& of baptiſme ; by fome the faith- 
fulandTuchaFare of age; by others the confederate how reniotely 
ſever; ind aftly by arhers-che believing and _inchutched-parents,. 
_ 55 Weakiſtadde, chat the” ron and receivitig 'Subje&s of . 

| bipriline/2fe Either "mediate as' Believers 6r Converts nor Fer-itf* 
Coveniiity or-inimediate' as Church-Members or their ſeed vis. _ 
baprized;*' $o that, riow we may lay down the fulf metning of the: 
Quetbatobe this 5 ng ar ns gory et IRR 


. 


- 


» Z 
% 
: 


_ - 5hb irethe proper and the immdiate'Subjetts if Baptiſuoe, as tothe = 
ad avi. en 3 PRC) od. y, & Fo = >, 2h. «x . of IS _ _ . r | L ack . ”"y 
ricHiomny of fe Thismuth concerning the firlt particulat propounded, 


fecond thing propou ned by. ys is thegrandenquiry,.thacis, 
Þ & the AnfWer to.the-Queſtion propounded by the General Courr. 
.. To.make way;for the reſolurian;and anſwer of chis, Let theſe rwo 
things be,prenuſed 2 1+; That Bapriime is2n©:dinance abd Seal. of 
Y. the New: [eltamenc,. and, muff. be cherefageadminiſtred as for'the, 
- manzer; of it aggordine-co Goſpel-rules .: We muſt remember char. | 
_ grear.chargegivenuntothe Apoſtles, /Yath. 28. 20. together with 
Chriſts own inſtitution,of Baptiſme. | Teaching, them to obſerve: all 
things, 'whatſotoer I have commanded you,. and Loe, I am with you al- 
ways to tht end of the world, The p: omiſegof Chriſts preſence. with 
his Minilters'.and Churches by.bis God-head,.' Majeſty, GracgJand: 
Ppiri: ig;anriexed ta his. awn;loſticetions: ; for;be ſaith [ Teaching, them 
to obſerve.what.[ have commuy ard you -;There. is arematkable Em 
. Bobs Fer IG jngdet T9676 mult bg ceachipgy and. therefore 
ound knowledge... 2,; Lhere muſt.alſo be obſerving, add theretore 
practiſe.” 3; The qhiries p:atiiſed mult. be things commanded. 
4 Notooly ſome things. commanded nuiſt. be praftited, but all 
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14 i SPE aj | , 
things whatſoever, 5 2 eſpecially, let the cwo Pronounes- berre- 
membred{;7and Thu ]1 have commanded you; that is, Chriſt himſelf 
commanded the -Apoltles, « viz, for the Churches to the end-of the 
world.Theſe Pronounes are excluſive, firt of meris rradicions and 
inventions, and all wil-worſhip : Secondly, of Hoſaical rites atid 
manners of Adminiſtrations in Goſpel-rimes ; our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
hatff been faichful not only as [Aye a Servant 'of God,bur a$a Son 0- 
ver hisown houſe; Heb.3.6. Haying left, thing to the prudence; of 
man,or the Pxdagagy.of Meſairal Admi Qracions:lo inceference uo 
Baptiſme,Chrift taught his A pofflesthe matrer and manner of. itz. 
far differing, from the Mhniilarion of Tixcvincifion ; -Circum- 
cilion was ficll appointed. for a Domeſtical,.ahd-thenfor a National 
Church, whereas Bapeifine is appointed for a  Congreghnons! \ndiec 

' that be minded, Heb,g.1,with che Dutch Annota 1005 Yponatzthefe= 
fore Alſo the fyſt (roenant had indeed ſudgements hor ſritiutions): a, 
cording to which he worſhip of God was to. be regulatea then, | 
world 7 Sanituary 38.6. they weretbutcarthly things,and meek in 
compatiſon of heavenly things,and it wil be a eat dehabing & mute 
urinip of it,ro.apply and wire-draw-.all the ircumciſion-obſerva- 
ions & rules unto. it, We deny nor bur thatin ſome reſpe&B 
Nay oy bo called Golpel-Circumaciſiongs Cal,2. T3412. \4$ L ſerp 
in place of Circumcifign,&co bea red co per op 
and their ſeed but though ic hath a likeneſs to Circumcifion, yet the | 
 imilicuge runs nor upon four feet, a8 ſotne mould bruriſhly make-ir. = 
'The ſum and iflue here is, That Jopeiins & being NemeTeltantens | 
Seal,ist ed roChrifts commands even to. the Apoftles, 
and by _ delivered to Golpel-Churches, nd the SubjeR. of 
Bapriſine. muſtde ſought our and found in them. 

The Second thing: we premiſe is this, "Thar che Nharreſt at 
{ureſt way, by the conſent of all Divines, to end all (controver- 
/fies, eſpecially bout the VVorftyp of God", and the nianner 
of ir, is to find ut ha(fir was from the beginning, had s I te 
firft -inſtitution of it. as Chriſt cold rhe Ti 
Mat h. 1g. 8. So we are to doe by conſidering Fs bg i 
eution of Bapciſme þy Chriſt, and 'by is Apoſtles, cchiding to 
his. command : If:we can find ſufficient footing here,,. then we 
have found enough for Our Conſciences co reft in, for pothing 
can be like *this, or added unto this Whenas Chriſt inftitu- 
red the Apoſtles and Bapriſme, he. ſaid Math, 28. 18. eAll 
Power 1s goon axto me in Heaven and Earth ; Thar is; all An- 
thority, faculty, and abilit oe as to the head: of the Church to 
 governe it by mine own Tawes and Ape, and to; bleſs 

| my You ww Me TORY of them, | SE - Thels 


& 


% ar Hebrew phraſe ) ) viz, that _ are 


4 | Abti:Sjmodatte "Sv; WIS of 

Thets' rhings being premiſed” ; "the places'char concert the'. 
inſtittition-of' Baptiſme'; in the New-Tefamgt by our Saviour -- 
Chriſt. and his Apofiles, are theſe, Math, 23, x 9, 20, Mark: 


16.15, 16." e At. 2. 38, 39. to which we adde, the praRtiſe | 


of Fohn Bapriſt and the Apoftles, are ſuch as were divinely Wat-- 
ranred and inſpired. 


Tv theſe lates to paſs over other hings i In ; thetti, there are 
the peffons rhat are bring to be baptized, with their qua- 
rr pep boy raiely exprefſed,. that: doe ſhew who are inftitured by 
Chriſt -and dur Apoſtles to: be the - ſubje&s . of- Baptiſme : ' In 
Matthew they are: Poke of all Nations; both Fewer and Gennes, 
_ are S eded'( "of reaching, ſo"4s to be made Diſciples by the” 
ati 16. it 1s uſually expounded by rhe Learned) 
wy ir- bs added ory teaching thei to obſerve, ec, This con 
cerns plainly ofily grown perſons, thar” are capable of inſtruRion, 
who are become, true Chriſtians by beleeving, as At, x1, 26, 
Luke 14. 26, 33: AM; 26; Ine Tobn 8. 3H; Luks ge 
2 
Fo Marks are al: men nd: women (called every creature by 
eeyers, and-brought to the: 


Faitybythe G 
 bulieves,' and 13 baptized, &c. Faith* ( ro the Judg- 
. ment 'of Charity JL x required before Bapritn - 
_  Inthe A; hap; — ot. 39. this is moſt fully declared us :. 
Firſt, They me-Ohn ours and ſuch as are ict Covenant, x 
that the Apolile ſpe elle, of ; this ſhews, chat perſons - tO be hapri- 
| 2ed muſt be Church Members, and in:Covenant, 
| "2, Though they were before pricked ar the heart for rheir 
_ fits, yerir 18 required of the unbaprized: parents,” they ſhould 
' repent [-Repont Je }, of their undelief, and 'their 'cructfying of 
_ * the Eord of glty,* and their other ſins :- This is ſpoken perſo- 
nally rothem that moved the Queſtion, ſaying, Men ard Brethres: 
what ſbull_ we” "doe 7 This Anlwer'is, You that are "of ages. Re 
ent, 
F 3, There 1s alſo true faith- neceſſarily implyed, borh as going 
before repentance, and the - condition of remitfion of fins, which | is | 
mentioned wverſ. 38. See alfo verf. 44." "They that believed, - 
4. Whereas they might ſay, waar ſhall become of our chit- 
dren, for w2 have curſed our ſelves an] chem, ſaying, His blood be. 
upon ns, and upor onr Children ; he anſwers for that in the third 
ad { Let- every, one- " you be bapined ] he 'doth nor ſay, as 
26! 


eſpel preached & to _—_ for it follows, *He that P 


wT 


he . promiſe, elie were 1 
1n, order -to Baptiſm 4 


allo 


. Tos 


.of all Anabaprtiſts ., 
ture, | 


judge. 
7 


. 


ry  O 
\. Obj, But it 
enough, © 
Anſw. No j bur 
Calling, for ut hgnihes tocall to himſelf, Math. 1.0.1. Mark, 3-13. 
' and Mark 6. 7.: 0r'to<call -forth- xo fight againſt thezr enemies, 
{ as Novarin, in logam ) this therefore {ignifies both an outward and 
inward. calling. ſo far as the: Church 1s able to judge 3 whence It 
- appeareth, that che Commandement and Promiſe allo 18. both to, 
the called Fewes and Gemiiles, and that - unto the end of. the: 
World, TR: _- x IS 


2, Another 
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254-27 >"Kainehor Qualification i is, thar they were not only 1 in fellow thip,buc - "A 
alls admitted to full' communion, ver. 42; They continued Redfaftly-— , 
in breaking bread , OT rhe Lords Supper. See alſo ets 6. of- their no- 
ting;  \ 

s. Here _is an example of three thouſand Converts thar were ad- 
ded tothe;Church, that is, tothe Apoſtolick and Primitive and firt Go» 
ſpelChurch' which is the pattern of--all future' Ages , and the pureſt 

and” bolieR, that had ſin 1's muſcirude of Saints nic) and they that olad- | 
ly received the Word" Were baprizel 3" it is a vile miſtake to ſay, that. 


2ll thet hear the Word ſhould be baprized. For:Ficſt, many hear 


the tr org Fg nor and many ſeem to receive it that receive _ 
it-not willing! yr and gladly ; "yer; burwhacWord did they-ſo- receive? the 
Text faith; e received ( bis word) chas is,. Peters, commandiny 
them fromthe Lord; rorepentiind believe,” and to be baptized and their 


Children : the merving| is, po they profeſſedand. manifeſted ſubje&ion 
tliereco by price. 
- 9.; There is an ubdoubred Miracle from Heaven for he: confirmari- 
on of this way : foritis'no ddubr::but that. the- Prot iſe of ths Lord by 
Pier unconthein, ver. 38; (char they ſhould ' gift! of : che baly 
hoſt ;-rhat is, fach #5 the A [lites had trecet Chavier,' or the 

vifes of rhe holy Ghoſt, beſides "Cres ) 


-&- $4 pf nn ed FY 
ibly prove. Our. of) the G Goſpel; 2nd 


"Thus all-thefe places ids undeni 
Chriſt ——_ bY files ran of Na vin are the popes 'ſub- 


inmacd pifts 4 and Jiri 


by hom chaſe th cmanT 12; aud;- | 
ere king ich thee Seriprure is co be heard, 
nt ane Neri eretganthim*s much more 
10uspeople and Miniftets,” having 
L ws authorfrarive irlffituriod of the preger ſub-. 
jeRts.os. (ro hay odd. be heard ; ' znd- heir! afferions: or itefti- _ 
monies not fifledorſmothered, choush \{{*the Oetumenical- Countels 
wereoppoſite- unto'them.; yea; gbou ouch-an et from"Heaven ſhould 
teach ' otherwiſes alchough we will not dare'to + Gethien be Anathemay 
yer:wve wilbſay, - Jet not his do&rine- be received. ** | 
- Objz&. Happily 7 ue: will ſay, that Paptiſas Ws - o-infieuied befexe 
this, and that fron: Heauen by: John Baptiſt ; which: (promiſcuonſly hap . 
rived all the Sona 1nCovenant, Match. ; od | 
"Aiy's- 2 7, At PS that 5 wg Dept was inficued by the Lord. 
OT. 


h ; — '% "Ws ® C 's %. 
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1  440T INODHDIA 3 &. Le os. 
for the- /ewes, who! were baptized by -him into-the'Jewiſh Church. {ſop the. 
Goſpel- Church for-ali Nations could not be ſetup heforgthe Judzical 
waa pulled down by he deathr of , Chriſt ): therefore-afrer pur Saviour his 

'  ReſurreQion, Baptiim was inticured fit for a GOO" Ordinance for ihe 
Churches. -- 4 
2. Lum Bapt. baptized none Lachin aonleſlad chain ns; Mhi.24ks 
and be bapriz2d por all, ' bur he'rejeAed thy Pharyres and: Saddvees \: and 
he called upan-them. foi irye:Repentance-for Q} rhcirvais  pleadingrof 
Abraham Covenant; vc7 $59. yet 5 be: preacnet alſo faith 1p: Chiitt 4p 
"then, As 19. and [requized News obedience of bo people, cabs 's. 
as Piſcator mr bo o FIR 7 : RE "I v4 YL 
.  - 2+. Suppoſe Was hot 0- £xa p dis baptilen, Yer 
tells: them of Chill, v. 12 dot he ſhould come wi phus Fart inflis dand, 
; from! wee thy Chureh from 
ſuch light and ungrofitable- e, andthrow them.imco the fize: of - utth; 
who dare then-bring 1n moos: _chaffe 1 into the aw grieve m Ca 


hath chronm roo 1 zl OS. F Sl Taf, wo pf TEC I 
 $. ; hich do o fly 
he fu wt « ORE.” bh L Eph ID” 
 , That vifhl Abeune a Cn ar Fu 
(hurch_( being nnbaptiz#d Mn, 
ny are thie- Plyirt ded) imaudine a: femaptins. as ay: Tema 
"of "1t;, | 10 to not 3618370 CH: ©! Pia on; 
Well rein with-rhis Anſwer ef Quri;s ewyhich is taid FRY 
the Reverend-Mr. Richard: ih "in tne GerochifingGhan, 26; by 
bn et Q:- Who tobe baptivnd Þ-*- fn; Man-of years-tabew mc 
they. areconverted-corhe faith andjayded io the Ghurchg-and fuck" Ln- 
fares whoſe Paremes bokhyor-one-afighemy aredo: canyerted. and joyned, 
Abs B, 373: 426:155362 Bilitaic tbh 23s Gennn,.t 2; vEar-P2k4-+This 
 Gatechiim: HERE Ano #650: ith an Epifle before ir, weechoung = 
the approb ren MiriJelme Cortonand Mir oh ulſorotftr- 
fav... I 00! e ad'is readily at -dey in:this 
-Reaſop ; 'Theſe'are- prop 2nd imepodiane abjeieo \Bipritte-mbom 
Chriſdip che Goſpsl-ipſicuciti thereof hath appointed it. 
1, Bait vihbleBekevers: and'Convercs ig, ful communion: wich: an nie 
: ted Ebutch; are'the;perſfons being unbaptized;: rowhom Chrittin the Go- 
I [oat enhraagig Bapric bach appointed-ir 3 F: \Therefors- viſible: Belie- 
| AILTY BY A | 
-Eſy onaeameingh us eiiltdewjuthedormer;) and who Aſfumpriow 3 is | 
The = expreſly; then ſe rhe conclufonhowitfollews thence, 
=N ORCS ace wivilling —_ the Mans: hagſd'br TiUwE\,( and: 
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therefore Puget paerged rindic rot but we peiiovalle our. ſelves had 
it will be found ubur.the gieneelay of 'the Lord, ''whoſe words' are efta- 
bliſhed for ever in-Heaven; and Jeſus Chri will not-ask leave of then 
whether his word” or” theirs ſhall ttand* and he will fay to ſuch, as Rem. 
9. 26..:O man; who arr thou thar diſputeſt again God. ? We wil walr ro 
one what Anſwer ill be produced againſt chis. - 


Ir wittbe:objeQedthar Baptiſm 'was' inſtituted implicitely when Cir= 
 cumeifion was witicued;þy' Gods Lies reg giveti to' Abraham, 


| Gen, 17. and*Circumciffon was ſucceflivel continued: chereu Utes | 
his poſterity; and-thefore (0 aſe Byprilen be. 4s | 


W. T&h an linplicice inflitutipg'of Tal in ſhould be reated tbe 
Pi: bu 'e _ & 


mart " infficutiant,: 44 gn 


be beginnlogiie w = Card —"Y] 
pee fan wer the their next ſeed. 


ow from Inft: Ht 
ve Er CD tore difplEat 
44 A thur ve hol, a Neveny', oh "that with 


dofvcx, That which, was, from the bejiiging, is andlenter che all 

that foHlowes after. * Z | 
- 2. This hith been? objeXed by Papiſts zgtivit che Proteſtzie Relizids, 4 

and after them by che-Prelates againſt Nox-conformiſts , as (arvwright, , 

Ames,Venner, Greenham ;, and other objeQions and arguments againſt this 

conclufiote we ſhall conſider after, and as they come in our way ; -but this 

only Well ſay, char _—_ this nn be caken amay, all that = | 
2 


8  ANTISINODTETH, Oe 
be alledged to the contrary 18 robe;accounted-bur as raw and ſtubble, 
that will be. burnt up with the fire of Gods Word, when the foundation 
' ſhall Rand'for ever, whatſoever cryal ſhall come. - _ . 

- "We: might eafily abound 1n_alledging other Scriptures and Preſidents 

and reflimonies of - moſt approved Divines. conſonant to this /; but. this 

would be, bur caſting drops into the Sea. Chrifhſaith, Pobn $434; "7 xe- 

EerVe wot teſtimony from AN 3 3. This: truth and do&tine needs no mans 

 reftimoby. for the confirmation of it, being ſcent confirmed dy 

His ove; autbotity.. * - 

: ., Now it followes that w2 ſhould proceed toi the conſideration of-che 
Anfver./ chat is given by: gs Mejor part 'of the Synod, upon whieh 6d 
defire, to enter wich, trembling and as myph circumſpedtion. as/ph 

may, be, becauſe wedo look at the Anſwer to the. Qhefti 

- 85 the great work-of. eſe hog. ages of the  Churghee,'pr 7 

Rev. 11,. which is the ,meaſuring'ot the Temple,” tbich Is alſo-fore- 

" told:Ezok, 41,&c- ) and ag long afcer this followes the killing- of the” | 

* Witnelles,, whigh 3s looked, upon as inflang, or.in preſent Execution, - 

. Therefore the mealutfing of the Tempk; thac great work;of Chrik be- 

ivg the ſubje& ,of .chis diſquſition, there:had- needrd be' 2. yery-erefull 

Bo to.atcepd unto the, pattern in the Mount ;; Were-it: 5g ro Mes- 

fire- the outward Court, called he great Cqorts sChron. 4.9 þ 4 

even. Infidels, Strapgers erggmightcame, that we woul notbe 

rroubled with ;. £or-Gb Nh meaſuring -Þf this ouryard.Courr, 
bacgul. HE peers nel Os The: can, yieory 9p ha 


hs Bake 


ro ax dap 


roy Tomes Hg wW ith por paar 
among us. - Bat we do cakly-conceive 
wry..and. earel is ill of great conceranment, 
| ake by.« leffids  yery. much to. the-edificatian of the 
* \ 4nd the continual preſervation. f-che purity of Gods, Wor- 
as a promoting of that reac. work, of Chit, ore Tens of 
of t 


. the Tetnple, and the driv riving of the buyers uw ſellers out 
Bur-we would not tay in this diverſion. 
Now the Nntrart to. the firſt Queſtion is lcb-divided and cut out into , 


Keno Propoſnigns, -that have made the more work to ſom. room: again | 
roparhies....”. ': » hn ar" 


5 . a | = - ' 
2 XY " = _S Fo - "4 PF £ 


emple, 


dS. +. *.4 


Pom ofition 


F 


2 Z \ Aa -S os * ad . mY 4 
(a 4 0 2 \ - g 
: *4 , I. A c 4 4 - "2 a ” 
1 I 5 TA FEN of 
E Sa i 
- "%% 
/ ” 
TY A 
, Rf ” S 
** od f . 
. "4 


us 6 
-1\ I a 4 —_ A a A 


l bd : - . - 
” l , , . Y wy - - 1 - 4 ”_ 4 y 
" we” 4.56 : 4 3; . »./ - ” '* - 4, p * # ZI Þ 4 ef | - a 3M ; > , 4 7 Tas - : "= 0 - . 
hs _ . 4d *% ” ,© of” 5 ” - ſ - 
Us , 4% w6# = | *4 ;* $7410 
-- = 4 — L - ? 
« - . , : "a _ : . # 
- - % = a 7 . - * = tins : ow _— d 
. I Jn VP 
. - 4 
* - 


Pe” Propoſition the F irft eF: STI - | 


— 


« »7* Har according & Scripture,the: Members of the viſible Church are 
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|: | © a Harabe members of the viſible Cliurch, (that is, particular viſe — + 
"| __ 1 *+ ble Chnrches/according roScripture,are confederate vifible Be- _ _ 
« levers, that is, vifible true Believers,and' their infant ſeed.- Firſt, Note © - 
we hence who are vifible Bzlieyers, that is, viſible true Believers , 4 -7 


r 
2s the Church can in. Charity jud2e : this is accordingro Scripture, *Epbef. 
Hg Col. 2. Aft 26,1 > 1 Thef. x 36. 2 T hef. 2.3, 4, 'Befides thac 
faith requiſite to Church-Membergfi2nifies Viible Fairh ,for rhe Church 
cannot take notice of Faith-hidden in thehearr. ; for this ſee (of, 2:5. 
' Now Faith is made viſible, gartly by open profeſſion, Row. 19;10., and 
partly by the Fruije , as James 2.18, Phil.1.4,8. © 
' Secondly, It is to. bs confidered, that confederate Believers , a 
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a8{Qucbing a pare .of the ſecond Propoſition in che Jaſt Exprefſion,which 

\ 4s, ©* That Children in minority, whoſe nexc.Parents, one or both are 
« in Covenant, ate the Ipfant-ſeed to be baptized : For the Explicari- 
on.of tis; Firlt, We. mult n2eds count ic co be a very ambiguous and -. 
dark expreſſion , when'ir is ſaid, { whoſe next Parencs are one. or borh . 

in Covenant) we muſt nceds diſcern that to-be in Covenant, is put -for 

_ confederate:; vile! Believers.,. which-later we could -bave* cloſes with 

- accorging to-our former -explication of it ; bur we cannot conceive but 

being in Covenant is ſifticicnt-to tranſmit 2 fdfrhus the Covenant and. * 

Reptiſmi arg entailed: ro.-2 thouſand Generations ; therefore tobe in 
Covenant may be wonceived.two wayes: firſt 3 Barely ro be under the 

_ paental-Covenane a {o: /frwariand Eſau were, and yer the Covenant 
was not <flabliſhe& with them' rogdeſcend' to their Poltefity. - Second- 
ly, . To lay bold on the: Covenant with preſuppoſed Faith'and Repenctance 
alſo, 1/4,.5 6-6. us wellas perſonal entering into it, The former may 

be cakeny- and yerwe count-it inſuthcrent3o capacicate the next ſeed to 
Baptiſiniy beceuſe the- immediate Parents Linbefief breaks off -che Cove- 
nant from the next ſced+, nad? makes ic void, though he was formerly. 
ig. Coyeaaat , Rom,'11, 20,2x5224 where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the 
Gentile Churches as well as the Jews: Bue b:fides, Bapaſm is as Cir- 

_ cutnaihonmas;aſealof the Righteoalneſs of Faith, Roew, 4. 11. Which is 
invifble -here in: thoſe Children which ſhould cranſmic.. Baprifm , and © 
therefore alſo: in the immediate ſeed, and ſo it becomeg in this caſe. a feal 

to ablank. Sdcondly, Thenexr and immediate Parerits being confede- - 
rate viſible -Believersz. exchices the remore Parents, as Grand-fathers 
and Grand-morhers. ::Confiderable ro thispurpoſe is that place. - A&+- 
2:33, 39. Repent you, andiet everyone of you be bap:ized, (that is , your - 
Children-as well as you) for the promiſe 1s to. you and to your Children. 
audto as many as the Lord.ounr Ged foall call home to: himſelf ; as the word 
here figtthese.c how nuke RE AT 1 Rk Os 

is place beduly conſidered, . that ic laye8 down + moſt clear | 


And' let ths 
new Teftamenc-Inftityrion of rhe 'Subje of Baptiſm, . and the Reſtrainr 
thereof ro the next ſeed of ſuch Parents ©28 do manife(t Repenrance ,. 
 andtheir efectual :Calhng te the charitable Jadeement of the Charehy 
and this onght- ro be. of more- woight unto us » and the Conſciences sf *' | 
Chriſtzans, ar. ſo» expreſle, then any Argument that_can be afteds-. 
ed by far fetched: and uncertain Conſequences out of the Old Tefla-- 
Objedt,.Jt is ſaid, Exod.20. That God feexs mercy to-thouſande, that 
s,. ſay ſome; to thwnſands of. gentrations, therefore the ( ovenant- Mercy 1s: 


— 


wot limited to the next aud ium-diat: ſeed, * 
 eAnſw. 1, Mr. Hooker in his ſurvey rejeas this place as lmpercinznt* 
| I EENEES E t£0> 
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cby, Tun and Perkins. þ 
2, Iris plain, thar the Mercies here mentioned, tand in 


nach. * 


ſparing Mercy, and Bounty in many. Reſpects , iFextended to the-remote ' 
poſterity of believing and godly Parents ,' though they. be” grievous fin-" | 
ners of themſelves, as the Lord for Davids ſake ſpared many: of the 
wicked Kings. But that hence ſhould be inferred, that the. rectiotn Chil- 
" drenof Believers ſhoulf-haverigh to Baptiſm it can' no more follow - 
hence then that they have. right alſo to the Lards _— , which they 
that preſs this PRs: will not grawe.'.. 'Y 
- Thirdly y, The place 1s plainly interpreted cifewhiths of:rhoſe poſierities | 
that do follow t e example of theſe godly: Pareniage r 08 Diee27 9. Pal. | 


IO3. 17,18. Nos | 
elperialy reſpe&s the 


Fourthly, By the confent of all, Exod; 20, 
Obſervers of the ſecond Commandment;they that violate this; are-count= = 
ed by the Lord, haters of him ;'as they thatare * rig Obſervers of his -in- 

-  ſtituted Worſhip, are. in Gods account the lovers of him. - © - 
' ... ObjeR. The Children of the -idalatroms Fews that they dedicated and 
ſacrificedto Moloch, are ſaidto be born to God, 'Exek. 16.20; -befades thoſe 
whoſe parents for niany ſins djed in the wilderne(e are. taken and owned in 
" the Covenant, Deur, 29:12. therefore the Covenant reacheth further, thew 
\ ' thenextſeed. © 
Anſw. r- Go Covenunit with the. ws was oxtbonal * : * they aat all 

_ - theirpoſterity gag ren tothe Zord by a general Ble&ion and Ado 
tion, Roma. 9. . therefore evenin their: A oftacy, they niohr be 
challenged to be the Lords people ; 3 dut now there igno ſuch national Coe, 
venant, + 1 
_ 2. Theſe Children mi iohe be faid. tobe bow to God, i i, e- that they might 

be the Lords, and ſo infirnfled as his Children, or having the e1rward 
 badje of cireumcifion, . 

.. 3, Yetweare/vrethat "Circumciſion was appointed to be a ſeal of the 
| Righteouſneſs, Row.4.11. and without Faith Circumcifion was made Un- 
' ciegumcifion, fer, g. 25,26, Row. 2.25, - As fot the ether place, Dear. 
29. that maybe conſidered Heb. 3.16, though ſome of the Ifraclies did 
provoke God, yer not all char came out of eg » 2. Their Cap-. | 
tains, Heads and Ofbcers thar were appointed by Afeſes, no doubt were 
the betrer ſort. T hey were ſuch as wete c:rcamciſedand eat the Paſsover, | 
Joſh. 5.20, that thews that there wasa great: change Wroughe i In they 
that Joſtaah t renews rheſe Otcinancer 0 o them, LY 
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to the caſe in hand , and he alledgerh for his Judgement ,. Calvin, fas. © | 


to the Lords Jeatouſic , and vindiQive Jultice ; and i in this ſenſe, Gods - | 
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THE Infant-Seed of confederate viſible Believernare. Members of 
- I tbe ſame Chvch with their parents 3 and when.they are grown 
<p, arc perſonally under the Watch and' Government- of the Church. 
In this wedid not ( ſome of us) Vdiſſent from. our Brethren, ' only we 
would'rake libetry to ſhew our meaning abour the lacer branch which we 
ſee hath been imerprereg. Firſt then, when it is ſaid, That they are perſo- 
wally under the Watch of the Church ; the meaning-is not, that they have 
. an aftual, perſongl- and immediate Memberſbip, Which 1s proper to thoſe 
that are in full Communion, but- only 'rhar "the'Church»warch, in the - 
diſpenſatiotrof ity ſhould reach unto their perſons, which was Ppublickly 
expredled. in the Meering-bouſe by us. "Secondly, - By Diſcipline we do. 
not" intend the {enfnce of Excommunication, which-is proper to thoſe 
_Offenders that are in fyll Comminion;and we ſee not how choſe ſhould be 
<affonr of full Colmunion thatweren:verin it; neverthelefs che Church 
may.diſown them, & declare thein to benno Membets, upon their diſerting. 
of che Church | and tbe Covenant of their Parents, by ſuch: a ſenrence 
as Peter pronounced- ta Simon: Magn, Adts'$,21.: ſaying, They baſt no 
part or lot in. thir buſine/#.”- Thirdly, We conceiverhac ic catinot be con- 
* chided ,' that al perſon##7 to belooked upon av adule at the very ſame | 
_ 2ve, ſome perſons coming fo years of diſcretidn before others; andſome 
having weaxer/parts and leſs means of infitiition then @therslave; there- | 
fore we ſee not how there can be ariy-paFfienlar time fixed when all;perſons 
| ſhall be accounted adult, -{orof.ave) toanfiver. for chemfeives ar this or 


"oF 


that age, but alaticude mult he atlowed-in'this/caſe.” +... © 

© Furitermore, We deſire 'tq welgh-(as we ate able) that Aﬀertion 
which is beld forch, viz. That Charch-Children which are grownup ,do 
{fl continue Members: of 'a paxtigular Church: which.as hath been ſaid, 
we have entertained and j <1dzd'unto according to our Expokitiatthere-- 


of premiſed, to b&s Truth'of Chriſt!) _ * 


- Bur bec#uſe ypon- our erant 'of- this '@ther. unſuitable Conſequents. are 
inferred,viz. the foliowins Propofitions ; We had the more'need to clear 
this coaſt which we miy do by the Anſwer of thoſe Arguments, which 
are alledged for the proof 1t- SORT ILLON | 
NE PT TS ANqument 1. oo 4s, 
© Tf accarding to Scripture perſons are not broken oft for being adult, 
© bur 'only for notorious fins, then:the Children in quettton are till 
« Members:: But the former 1s true,” Rom.11.20.. ergo, fc. _ 
- Yuſw. 1, Though none be'broken. ſimply for being adult, yer there 


are oft-times many acceſſaries to acule age, that, according to Scripture, 
may jufily break them off , as will after appear, _ ET. 
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2. Scandal and moral wickedneſs upon this ground, ſhould not cut. off 


any adult Members., becauſe Scandals could not cur off the'relation of a 


_ . '* rheic Memberſhip.cannot ceaſe, »- 
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2, It isnot ſaid, Row, 11420, That- only for nototious fins, Church» .. 


Members are broken off. ' LS i 
. 3. Viſible Unbelicf gives cauſe of breaking off, and chat is nog po- 


five , expreſſed by contradiing, and oppolingy or notorious wicked- - 


neſs , but alſo negative, as-negleRting the means of (Grace, gr non-mani- 
 feſtation of making profeſſion of. the Fatch, and the fruits chereof, which 
many adult Children are guilty,of, chough not of the former poſitive, 


*% o ig 


the larer caſe, yet it maybe tyred outgtlaſt and&bme'to a period. 
OO EET TIT (RBI 

<« If the Fewyfs Qhildren uncirqumciſed did not yer c&aſe tobe Members 
©«Þygrowing up,then Believers children now, being baptized, do not Ceaſe 
to be Members in the like cafe: Bur che former 1s trig, &c, any further 
they are not ſaid toenter into-Covenant, but co renew lt, .and make pro- 
orels init. : ont fe hn ONE 2g 


Anſ1 W.I. The circumciſed Fews did not ceaſe tobe Members ſimply. for | 
growing up, - butfot growing our of kind 4 asit is ſaid, Fer,2.21. When 


' 4 Though your patienge andexpeRation ought to be large and lopg.in l 


_ as God planted them as a noble Vine, wholly a right; ſeed, -(that.is, in 


- their godly parents ) 'yer they Degame the degenerate Plans of a trange 


vine, or baſtard branches of an ont-landiſh vine, Amvr.9.7, Are wor 
get unto me as the Children of the Negroes, or the accurſed peſterity of Cham, . © 
the (onef Chnſh : Now ſuch baſtard branches ſaith our Saviour, are to becut: 


off, John I'3.2.; Degenerate'C « 


Iren do ſtain their blood, apd that is ſuch 


Ws 7 as no Nitre can'wa R IBEORE DS 4 Il 
. .. 2, That whighisdenyed to beentring into Covenant;is conttatywiſe- _ 
. expreſly fo called, Dext,29.12, 1 Chre.1g,l2.. -, \" 


< thoſe Relations of Bond-Servan 
their Memberſhip continues in-adultiage z. bur the forgver is true. , therefore 
 cachwralls. -, | S - | IS 3 


at 


 Anſw.1. The Relation of the Children of the Bond-woman might ceaſe 


in adulc age, as appeats in.//emae/ ; much more mighc the Relation of 


W246 


Bond-ſervant. - BP 
Argutnent. 4.. . 


« There is no ordinary.way of the ceſſation of Memberſhip , .but by 


 « death, or difmiſſion, or excommunication;z-or the diffolution- of, the 
_ © ſociety; therefore none of theſe-pertaining untothele adult Children, 
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Anſw, This is to: be unde:fRRood of M:mibzrs-in full communion , 
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ts:did not ceaſe with Infancy, then 
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which the adult Children are not.2. Tfit, doth nor hotdmiverſally of ſo 

ny Members for Church-Members , they miay excommunicate themſelves 


ipſafao, as Mr. Cotton ſaith inthe ay of the Churches, p. 9.ſo ſay the Con- 


| oregational men affembled in the Savyy in their Preface. So Amer in 


© caf. confe. lib, 5. ge 4 "12. Schiſmatici non poſunt provifibilius Feclefie | 


<« wembris babers, Farther, there is a ceſſation of Memberſhip by with- 
. drawing, which is ſometimes commanded of God, 2. 75m. 3.5. Row, 16, 


17. Laltly, There may be: a- ceſſation of Memberſhip 3+ age as 


 1'obw2.19, or byHereſg, ,hen ſome turn Ar73enc, of 
EPR ite FOR  . wn 
© They are, when adult, members or non-membys 


wakers, &c. 2 


come a Non-inember, which no man will affirm. © bd 
Anſw.;:1, Members” and Non-members are not oppoſites : but with- 
taking in the conditions of all Oppoſites , as in this caſe (ad idem, of in 
the ſame reſpects) they may be Non-members in full Communion ; and 
yetMembers.in a parental Right, EY 


2, Theſe Members may 
chem. | Kg 


. 
£ 


_ PIESEIS 

44.» . The, fourth Propoſition in the laſt Seſsion: 

bg Dulr petſons are not. therefore to be admitted to'full communion; 
1 A. © meerly becauſe chey are , and continue Members without ſuch 

© © fyrther ualificatioms,, as the word of God requires; This pfopofition 


- hath been vored, and teceived by us. raking of it in this ſenſe, chat 
ſuch. adult perſongas have not perſonally covenanted, are not to be ad- 


mitted-to full communion, becanſe they are members without farther 


qualifications, &c- This no' man can\'(tick at ; butif irbe meanc;, chat 


there ate of thould bein the Church ſuch perſons as have publickly and 
Perſonally covenatited, that are not. in full communion, 'chis leems 
greatly diſagreeing both to our Do&rine and 2eneral pragife of the 
Churches, and is confured by theſe Reaſons. og OS 


. 


| » my . 


Rea. 1, Becauſe puplick and perſonal coveninting is the formalicy of _ 
a church-member ; and now betides matter and form, here are no more 


conſticuent cauſes that are required, (ſaith the Logictan) theſe do com- 


pleat the definition , eſpecially when the form is ultimate and fpecifiual, * 
as the Covenant is to the church: beſides che noted and received Rule - 
\ 1s, That which hach the form, hath all the -conſequences' of ic ; that's 


the end which is the right of the forwatum to all the priviledges belong- 
ing to ſuch a Subje&, and whar communion can be more then this; 
7 2 4 . MDT : _ ; , D 2 , k 
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"06 es z0n-membges ; then aperſon - 
« admitted-a member-, and not caſt out, nor defiring the ſame may be- 


deſerve the cenſures, chough ic be not pur upon. | 
3- There be othet ways of the ceſſarion of Member-ſhip,as hath been 


hence , . 


\ 
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hence the form introduced, and the covenant perſonally owned, dorh ne. A 
ceſſarily imply all priviledges belonging thereunco. _ 
 Reaſe, 2, Becauſe adult perſons in the Primitive church, { thatis! ſich 
as Were. joyned- to..the church by perſonal covenant ) did: partakeand 
contain fiedfaBily infull communion in all church- -Ptlyiledges,A#; 2.41, 
And though voting be not mentioned here , yer A&s 6. inthe choice of .- 
Deacons ,, it is, ſufficiently mentioned, Secondly, This Do&trine preſup= 
poſeth that what knowledge, 'faich and- repentance ls-required: to. adult _ 
perſons, caming to the Sacrament. of .Baptiſmg, 13-not ſufficient for. the "A 
receiving of the Lords Suppex : -againſt which e-may argue ; | | 

Rea. 2.That-R gentance FaiG,on believing withali the heatrzare” Pte- 
required as necefiiry tothe Bapriſm of ſuch as ate afcapge; Aﬀs 2:38, 39; 
Atts 8.37. And what can morgbe, required tothe Lo ds. Supper? 7-1 
Real. 2. Becauſe there is as much require#unto a@ttiifion. into \Chrifls 

| body, asto have benefit by | bis blood ,-1 Cor. 12. t3.: That of 'Anſtize/ is 
very pertinent * As that 15 man may-1n.any ſort doub*,that everyone. 

* of the faithful is made pattaker of the bodyand blood of the Lord, © 
- when.in Baptiſm he is. made a member of Chriſt, --  . I 

Real, 3- Becauſe they which have put on Chriſt by Faich , have <1 
"right xo all church: priviledges » Gal, 3 26,27: buts grown Believers we. 
Pur on Chriſt by Faith, 

Reaſ.4- Becauſe weakneſs of Faith: it be true, dath not disfit a 
Believer toeither of © the Sferamients , * vA belts appointed-to be Teals 
of the riehteouſheſs. of. Faith ,” not of a. Rrone | Faith , or of *fſurance 
only, but fmply:of Faith , and rather of. a weak-Faith', tharnoneinceds 

 ſealing-and: confirmation), Rom, 14: ; See Hikerſams of tne. Lords 
Supper.. : E 

Ref. 5. Becauſe Bapgiſm and che Lords Supper ate ſealgof the Cove- 
nant and of. communion with Chriſt ;. hence Circumciſion ( in the place 
whereof Bapriſm is appointed, Col. 2. 11, 12.) is called the Covenanr, 
Gen.17,. beſides Row:6, we are ſaid tobe baptized in Chriſts death, which 

- cannot he without communjon with him , therefore in adule perſons the. 
like congitions are required in both, j 
4; Reaf. 6.-Becauſe in the righe uſe of Biptiſr m 1s required the Ripulation - 

of a good conſcience towards God, 1 Pet. 3,21, A gaod' conſcience 
cannot be without Faith, whereby our perſons do pleaſe God, and our 


"hearts are ſprinkled from an evu conſcience ; and what can x be more. tor 
the kind of true Grace then'is here ? * M; 


The fifth propoſition. 


Hurch- Meinbers Who were admitted 1n Minority, underRanding 
(C the doAtine of Faith, and Publickly profeſing their allen; " 
/ ANSBAEHO —X ” Werero', b 


—_ of? LB. ” 


oh thereto, not ſcandalous in life, and ſolemnly owning the Covenant be- 
| E-fore the Church » wherein chey give up themſelves and theic children 


« baptized, - 


_ oiveto Parents, Magiſtrates, or Minifte:s, yer ſo they underttand the do- 


-  plat-form of Prayer, or the natureguſe and end of the Sacraments; yet 
theſe arenor looked at-as neceſſary : for all theſe grounds of Religton-- 


" tisfaction for any offence that they have faln into.) Here it is only rc- 
may comprehend Oxiginal fin, or any other committed againſt God or 


foul notorious fin, and alſo a curſe of ſuch Gns, for'the life and conver- 


ly ( and publickly own the covenant with tkem intheir Parents.) In- 


« 
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<<.ra the Government of Chriſt in his Church , rheir'children are to be . 


. 


*- *To conſider this more fully as that which tumbles us moſt : 

Fixſt, Lec it:be obferved that chere hath been three expreflions of rhis 
P:opoſition, and this ſerves furcher off f:om Scripture then both the 
former, -Fitit, In both the former it was requrred, of theſe children that 
they ſhould underftand the grounds of Religion, but. here is no more 
then underlianding the Goftrine of 'Faith,, ſo. that they may bz ignoranr 
of the. dogiine of .the moral Laiv, and therefore have no-knowledge of 
fin, Which is attained only by the Law, Row, 3. 20, yer this knowledge is 
ſufficient ; Fea, though they, hav® no knoviedge of either the duties of 
Holigefle, or Righteouſneſle roward God or many Know nothing of the 
fanRificacion of Gods Name or Sabbath , nor what honour they ſhould 


&cinz of Faith ; it iSenough ; yea though they be unacquaimted witftthe ©» 


that were fo:merly comprehended, 


L . " 


' 2, Whereas intheſecond expreſſion before was required , that they 
ſhould be examined abgut their ſenſe of their need of: Chriſt, and deſire 
after him ; -here is required no more bur a bare aſſent to the Do&rine of 
Faich , this is ſurely a- wile difference , for 'the Devils have che later , 
Fane; 2, 19. But aſenſe of theirneedof Chrift may argue ſome begin - 
ning of juſtifying and ſaving Faith, or 'poyerty of ſpur, -hungring and 
chitin after Righteouſneſſe, which are ſignes -of a bleſſed Fllate , 
Cos io ons: ata tt Bs PO er 
3. In the ſecond Expretion, irwas required (that they ſhall give - 


quired, that they are not ſcandalous ln-life -: The former (viz, Offences) 
man, 74mes-3. 2s orone a& of fin; but ſcandal in life, denotes both-ſome 


ſation is ordinarily ſo taken : 1f they bz, drunk but once , it is no ſcandal 
in life, ';--_-.. 7 b 2.8 od ack: 
4. In the ſecondExprefiion, it was required chat they ſhould pzrſonal- 


the Jaft Expreiſion, 1tis ſaid only, rhat they ſhould ſo!'ennly own th> cove-. 
nant bzfore the Church. Theſe differ much, for by the fo:mer, thz cn- | 
venant of God with them 1sonly in their believing Parents , which they - 

now -petſonally own, and publick'y :. But in che laſt, mentioning only © + 


, - \ 
- ; _—_ ; : ( the 
REY We « _ . 


= 


% 


(the covenant.) that may-be extended to Grand-fathers, or Great-grand- 
tathers, or more remote believing Predeceſflors. , Bve-. es 
| Theſe things thus weighed may ſuffice ro difcover , whether there be 
not juſt cauſe for us to deny our conſent to ſuch kind'of members as theſe 
are deſcribed to be ? | ; g & Us 6 rb ORE 
-** The further Reafons'of our denial of this Propoſition we will abridge, : 
reſerving the further enlatgement and confirmation'thereof; till the'Lord . 
ſhall call us thereunto? wo AMS, eh 
Reaſon 3, Becayſe it croſſech the' two fortyer Propoſitions , which 
make the proper ſitbje& of Baptiſm confedeMte viſible Believers and. 
their ſeed ; whereas the children in Queſtion, are neither they nor theit 
ſeed Believers, andthough fo qualified as is here expreſſed, for there is 
no mote. required, but underſtanding the doarine of Faith, and affent 
thereto, &c. .whereas the vileſt perſons may have theſe; as' Rom. 2. 18. 
Rom'10.19,21. yea thoſe that commit the fin unto' death may have tliefe, 
_ H:b,10.26. For freedom from ſcandalout fins, ſee 2; Per. 2.20, there be. 
waſhed ſwine ; For owning of the covenant, you read of the Fewes pro- 
phaning the covenant of cheir Fathers, Mar. 2.10. and prophanitg "the 
- bly UL Ea 32.38, 027" Fx. 


- 


-Obje&. But their grving up themſelves and their children nnto God, iny- 
OY OY ETSY ee RE ET LEY; 
Ax/w, Tt is true that it may imply it; butwe ſay alſo , thatwhen ir is 
- done by. perſons no berrer qualified,theh 15 mentioned 11 rhe Propoſition, 
that it:cannot imply it : wefind ſomerimes the gtving up of the: firſt born: 
of man and beaſt unto God, Exod.13.2,12+ Exodi22.29. 
Reaſ.2:Whete there is no federal holinefſe; there is no rigut to Baptiſm; 
but where neither Parent is a believer,.there is no-covenant-holineſs, x Cor, _ 
7.14. Where not only one of the Parents muſt be in-Church-covenant,but. 
a Believer, that the children be federally holy; Netther 1S1t rizhrly obje- 
Qed, that a Believer thefte, is oppoſed to his beihg an Infid 


el + for the 
<hildret were nct immediatelyupon their ceaſing to be Infidels,Believers: 
ſo that either themſelves were baptized, or rheir chiſdren federally holy ; 
they were Catechamen and competentes before fideles ; Beſides,ſee the like 
.in the Jaylor, As 16, 31. Further, lerthoſe words, x Cor. 7. 14. be ob- 
ſcure (elſe wire your children #clean)) they cannot be meant only of In- 
fidels, for ſd we may make mad work of Scripture ; Take that place, Dex. 
4-39. Jehovah is Godgand there 1s none elſe ; Eſay 45.5. If any ſhould ſay 
there may b2 another God to the Geztites,though there was no other to the 


Jewes; This would be a ſad exception. So Rev;2.15,15. Repent,- or I'will 
come againſ# thie , ſhall another Church ſay'; thus'ir was with Epheſus, but 
_ jtwillnotbe ſo with, us : ye there is more in the words then (e//e), #n de 
it is better rendred by th: Dutch Notes ( for fotherwiſe ) to. 


fo put this fur* 
Rea 3] 


* 
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. ther our of doubts 
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ANTISYTNODALIA, &c. - 
- R-afe3. The being in covenant doth not priviledye to Bapriſm: with on 
viſible, repentance in Parents, As 2. 38, 39. the J:wes there were in co” 
venant, and pricked acthe heart, yer they are openly<alledto repent, ſo | 
John Baptiſt thought, Matth. 3.8, g. £ CE = 
Reaſ.4, The covenant is limiced to ſuch 4s obey God, and therefore the 
pttviledges alſo of the covenant ( as theſe) D-#:.7.9. Neh.1.5. Dan. 9.5. 
 Hekyeepeth cov:nant and mercy to them that love him,and this required much. 
more then not being ſcandalous : y2a there muſt be underſtanding of the 
 commandements .({ whicts not here required ) befom there can be keeps.” 
tng of them. ; | 7 ; 14." 
Keaſ. 5.” Fromthe tenureand manner of the covenant made with 4- 
braham, Neh,g.8. WhenGed ſaw his heart (the heart of Abraham) faith- 
full before, him, then.did\God-make the covenant with him, and extended 
the ſame unto his ſeed, wherein the Spiric of Ged bath evidenc reſpe& 
cothe words of the covenant, Gem. 17. 1, 7. walk before me andbe upright, 
and I will be a God unto thee and tothy ſred: and afterwards the ſatne is 
promiſed co Iſaac, v.- 21. when the promiſe is continued to his Family, 
_ Gen. 18.19. When. Abrahams children kept the way of the Lord,then the | 
Lord brings upon #brahar what he bad ſpoken of him : whence it came 
ro paſſe that 7ſpmacl, and the feed Ketzrah 'were excluded from the con- 
tinuance of the coyenant, becauſe they-kept not the way of the Lord ; 
i - andas1t Was then, foitis now, Gal. 3. 7, 9. Know ye thenthat they that 
Y @rc of the faith, are bleſſed with faithfull Abrabam, whereby is meant che 
 Covenant-bleſſing. TIN DE Oe ro 3 3: 2 SECS 
 ObjeRt: The Covenant-bleſſing was comveig hed with circumerfion ſucceſ- 
ſrurly to the following Generations, OR BY 
Anſw#XVe muſt gonſider that, Gal. 3. 14. that is qxprefied to be the - 
Bleffing of Abraham that ſhould come upon the Gentiles, not the cove- 
 nantof \Jac#b (as Mr. Cottox hath judicioufly noted upon the place) Then 
© the Arcument1s-:- If that Abrahams covenant (which is continuedtothe = 
balieving Gentzles } with the blefling thereof , is confirmed to thoſe only = 
that walk uptightly with God, as Abraham did , and with them un like. 
manner to thet: ſ2ed, then it is' ſo till with the Gentile-Churches, * 
Bur the former 1s true, therefore alſo the latter. 


- 


"be ww 


| ObjeR. 1: will be ſaid,that God promiſed that he would be a-Ged to him, 
his ſerd intheir. generations for an everlaſting-covenant. 
- Anſw. Howis this an everlafting covenant ? Is itthar all the carnal 
ſeed of Abraham in all ſucceedin2 Generations ſhould have God to. be 
 theirGod ? If this be the meaning, then all-che Jews areftill in covenanc 
wich God, and they ate nor broken off, which is contrary to Rer. I1. 
: Therefore x. The ſeed here mentioned comprehends firit on! ; ſuch of.” 
_ hiscgrnal ſeed with whom.che covenant was eſtabliſhed ( viz, by walkia2 
. | | : | y | in: 
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2 v. --. AN TISYNODALTIA, & dp 
in the ſteps of Abrahams faith ) and 2, Abrahams iricual ſeed; Who ate 

only intended in thoſe words. ( 1n1heir gencrations- for an everlaſting co. 
 wvenant) when the Gentiles (hor ld be called, who ſhouldlive'many Gene- 24 

14-10ns after him in all aves of the World 5 the truth whereof is conifirm- ? 
= Gen. I7»)) 6, T- compared cogether. | uy 75 hw $15 i 
4::2Þ-4j. 6 18 is 1rregulat toreceive perſons With no better qualificati- 
'* +or5intocovenant, which is here afſertel; we mean ignorant, unbelieving -- | 
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-and impenicent perſons into pubiick and perſonal govenant. _ NG 
| 3. Be-2uſe ſuchnare nor fic matter fot the Mitch, 5. e. viſible Saints, 
. . the Matte: muſt be prepared before the Form beintroduced :  Church-co- 
© venanters mult be viſible Saints, Pſal.g0.5416. Secondly, 'Hereproves - | 
the wicked for taking the covenant intFtheir , mouthes, ſeein? chey hated 
- InftcuRion, which all unregenerate-perſons do;Row. 8,8,  :; 


# W 9 - OY 


. 3. Becauſe Faith, Repencance, and new Obedience are required to co- _ 
+ .- . . VenantingWiththe Lord:: as Eſay 44:314,5. Exrkg15:6,9.Eſay 54.4 &c. 
| © * "Execha20.35--38: Neb:g.34.10. 38. Jer.5oigggi tl _ Tee ITY 
." 4: 1tisa palpable uncruth for an unbeliever toengage himſelf to keep * 
the-Lords coyenanc; whereof Faith is the condition, Job» 3.16; : 1 
-  Reaſ.7. Thar: praRice which expoſeththe bloodot Chrtto: contempt, 
and Baptiſm to prophanation, the Church to, polfution,and the Common 
| wealth to.confufion, is not to be admitted; but the baprizide of. the'c 
drenof ſuck as are nor viſible Belieyers doth all this; Ergo. ook 
Firſt, It. imparts:the blood of | the Covenant ro-ſuch as are not_vitible YN. 
Believers: for Chtiſt repreſented in both Sacraments, 1s the 'blood-of the 
everlaiting Cavenanc, Heb.'g.18, 21, and ſee Dwk,ſon'on Pſalm 50.5 
Seconly, This Practice prophaneth the Ordinance of Baptiſm ; fir(t; be-- 
cauſe 1r makes a ſeal toa blank, A; 2: 38, 39. Afts 8, 37... Seconly, Ic - 
_ -ſevers Baptiſm, fram the; Ripulation of a goodconſcence.tequired;in ir, 
1 Pet.3-2.1, Thirdly, Ic ſevers Baptiſm from diyers effects and tends of ir, 
-as the confirmation of Faith, Rem,4D11. the haying a gadly feed; Mal.z. | 
rhe-pious education of children by faichfull Parents, Ges, x8: 19: Thirdly, - 
__ This praRiice cotruptsthe Churches, becauſe it b:1avs the yncircumeiſed in © 
\* ._ heart intothe SanQuary, it br.nys in fellowſhip of lizhc with datkne(s,&c. 
1 Cor-6.16.17,c. tſa.s5.8, Fourthly ; This praQtice-bridgs the-Cpm- 
mon-wealch co-confuſion, becauſe Religion and Jultice; Truth and Equi« 
ty, fandand fall cogether, and-what experience have we of this, when as. - 


. [- 1 


ſuch .perſotis ace in-any place of voting nccivil affairs, 
++: R af $,” Becauſe theſ: Adult children (if rhey were unbaptifed them- - 
elves ) might not be-baptizedin this eſtate, therefore they cannotentitle . 
theicſeed unto it ; for a man muſt ſtand. poiſefſed of a right or priviledge 

|  *biraſelf,before he can. mate over any thing to another: As, Conveyances, I} - 
__ and Clayhces, # nom babente poteiFatem , arc void in Law :— Now. I FF 


— 
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ced, we muſt take ir upotour telves, it muſt nor be forced or pur upon us; 


- forthere will benoreſt in thar; but we muſt be a willing people. 2. We 


muſt-be weatied and beavy laden with the burthen or finand miſery. 3:We 


mufteometo'Ch:ift by faith, and then take-Chrifts burthen and yoke upon. 
us, Whey we-are disburthened from fin and the fruits'of it : Bur now,when: 
asthe.children in Queſtion are required co ſubjeR themſelves to the Go-. 


vernment of Chriſt, this order is: not obſefved :” and therefore though 


they may profeſſe ſubjeQion, yet i is buran obligation to an impoſſibility; 


neither can there be obedience wichout faith,” Rom. 8.7. Heb.11.8, 


| Reaſ:to. Becauſe there is but one way of entrance into; the ' Church for © 
all forts of perſons, which wayhere in this Propoſition is not mentioned, 


and this way is Chtit'; we may clearitfrom oh,10.7, where our Saviour 
ſairh, Y<rily, versly, 1/ſay unto yougT am the door of the ſheep :' even Chriſts 
Ble& are of themfelves $nd by nature ſecluded from all accefle ro God, 
and-from all:-communion with him in grace here,- and in'glory bereafter ; 


they need an open door;that imports that they are without; now its Chriſt 


only by whom lot FinnerFare 26mirted to paitake of the priviledzes of his 
people; they muſt hare"in.chem chrough Chriſt, and him only. . > .. 
' Queſt. Bat what 15 this mn _ of Charch, or Charch-priviledges t- 


 eAnſw. 0.16; comprredwitho,n, tell us of 'the Sheep-fold , which is 
 expourided 6f \the viſible Churches z-he ſaith, Other frrephavelwhich are 


netof this fold: them: alſo inf Thring, and they ſhall hear my. voyce , and 


there-ſhall be ont fold and cre Shepherds that is , the'Gent:les which did nor 


belong tothe Church, of the-F+vs, yet he would in'due time convert and 
bring them in :' but they muſt all hy hisown appointment enter in by the 


door !(thac is, Chfiſt) into! the-viſible Church : char is, -they muſt have = _- 


nion and communion, and this is the very way into the Sheepfold:-: and ic 
is to denoted what is ſaid; v.1. Yerily, verily, I ſay, be that entreth not-by 
the door into the ſheep-fold, but climbeth up. ft 

robber ;- that js, that thruſteth-into the Church nor having partin the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, -he creeps in by a'window as a Thiefand a. Robber. . 


. 


® «< 


| Now let it be ſhewed what is herein this Propoſition, that holdsforth 
F  coacharirable judgement an entrance by 


= "Ia 


by 


me other WAaJ;, Tathi and a © 


it, or any perſonalentrance 


., - 
is = 
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7  ANTISTNODALIA, &C, ' 
by him; ſurely Church-children are born without Chriſt , and they aſt 
come in as all others, if there be no other-dgor but. Chiilt bur if they be 

petten or brought in ſome other way into the Fold, Chyſt rells-us: thac 
they are Thieves and Robbers z and ſuitable is that , Rowe! I4..1, 3.) The | 
Church is to 1eceive none but whom the Lord hath received ; and Whom + 
the Lord bath received,:beyare'to feceive, though they be but weakin the 
faich; but they mult be viſibly ſuch : But what.it they receive others 2; ſag 
then the danger of this inthc Parable of tha"martiage of. the Kings: Son, 
Matth.25.12, When the King came in to ſee the Gueſts, he ſaw there 
mai that had not the Wedding-Garment,and wEknow what a.wofull ſen- 
tence was paſſed ypon him, v.x3. bind him baya aud foot, c, This came 
to piſſe becauſe he was not cloathed with the Righteouſneſle; of Chriſt by 
Faith, which i there call:d The Wedd:ug-Garment ; thiy then being ſq 
' Pefnicious to thefe children, Kow can the Church be blameleſle im. bring» 
112 them in this way? OS BET EIN | | i OE 
| Thus far of the Reaſons of our difl2nt, Now ut follows to anſwer the 
Arguments alledged on the contrary for the proof of this Propoſition; - 
| TS OY 0 4 1 ARAREns.; 277 5h: 5 ALL Tenet 8 Fr 
- _ . « The Childten in. Queftion are-pareakers of che ground: of. Bap:ifin, 
that is, the Coverant, Gen.17-7. 9.12. Coh2.11,12.: Atts 2.38439. 
 _Weanſwer, in general ; Thar Paith js the maip ground of Baptiſm, 
| Rom. 4. 11, ARs $, 37. ſoit was withchoſe chat were baptized by Fobs, 
Bur CG particular, "1+ The Covenant is not the main ground of Baptiſm - 
as is aſſerted, * ks San ls ett lt Tat 
1* Thoughthey had Abraham for their Father, yet Fohns Baptiſm takes 
' away that Plea, Marth.3.8,9. and calls for Repentance ( which preſuppo- 
fech Faich ) with the meer fruits thareof.- 2. We miſt diinguiſh berwixe 
the covenant of Grace and the Church-covenant, which differ very much < 
for the covenant of Grace belongs only to the'Ble& 4nd. true Believers, 
Which the Church cannor infallibly judge who they'are 3. but 'the Church» 
covenant- (which is the next ground of the Diſpenſation of -the Seals) 
requires mutual conſent of them. that are admitted into communion ro 


walk with God according to the Goſpel. The covenant of Grace is. made | 


tothe child in the Parent, but.it iseftabliſhed only upop.: che reſtipylation 
of Fairh and Repentance, Gen.17.7,9, Rom: 11.20. it-is: exprefſed;;. T hog 
 fandeſt by faith, ſneaking. of the Gentle-Churches 3 they Rand by Faith, 
therefore Without Futch they fall : vifable faith keepeth them inthe Cove- 
nant, therefore without. it -they dFe not keptinic,..  _.--_ NT 
As for the proof, of this, viz. that the Parents 1n- Queſtion, are ill in 
_ covenant, becauſe they were once in ir, and never fncedifcovenanted, bro- 
- ken 6M, or-cur off from the Covenatit Relation, hich theſe have not been, © 
= | = | Ee — —————— 
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Weanſwer'; The Lord himſelf diſcovenants them, as was ſaid, Za. 
3. 'andallo Fobs 8.39. 19: 41,42: © Where the Lord takes away the Plea. 
nt, and rells' them they have the Devil for their father, 
and do the' luſts''of their father : But they have not God for their Fa- 


of the C6 


ther , becauſe chey db not love the Lord Jeſus Chtiſt his only Son, ». 
42. yet none: of theſe were cut off by any. Church-Cenſure. Briefly, 


it ſeems cheat tous, thata-man may reje& the Counſel of the Lord a- 


gain{thimſelf , as the Phariſees and Lawyers did, Luke 7. 29.30, They 
* diſannulled and made of 1 N 
wiſe Counſel 1h the Covenant, whereby to bring men to ſalvation; and 


_ Thatavainſt themſelves , that is, to [their huct and defiraRion , as "the 


Dwth Annot.:expoundt- the pke>; fo 'perfons tnayde (a5 the Lawyers 
ſpeak) Felones de ſe , as Reverenad'Mr: {otos. ſometimes ſp:aks in -this 
very cafe, and therefore had no Right to Baptiſm, ſpeaking in their diſe 
couſre abour the Church Covenant , par. 17. viz. If mer. had not pro= 
** miſed, and alſo performed in fome meaſure of: Truth cheir duties of 
, ©Baith and Obevienetubro God, 'they had" nortaken hold of the Co- 


<«« yenapr,bur had diſcovenanced chemſetves; riotwichſtanding all the-pro» * 


5 mmiſes of Godunto their Fathers or others;as inſtance is given in the 1/- 


maeliter and Edowirer ar large. Secfarther for this with our Elders.Lallly, © 


Thereare other grounds'of' breaking of the Covenant, befides notori- 


ous-{ms , and' incortigibletieſs therein, as that nor ſtanding by Faich, 


not laying hold. of ithe Covenant in a regular way, not bringing forth 


good truiti, Afet;3iro. Notdoing Righteouſneſs), r'7obn 4.16. 8nd v. 


 - Litele C bildren ; 
rooms; und wone elſe. - 


. * 


let non d:ceive you ; hethat doth richteonſueſs bs righ- 


= —_ 


' Argument 2. 
13S: {iT 


;.. 4 The Children aw queſtion, 4ats cirher Children'initbe:Covenant, 6r 
5*frangers from-che*Covenant , Epbeſ. 2.72. Either in-rhe” Church''or 
<©,withour, 1Cor, F.12:but they are nor-without;or firangers from:the(Co- 
venant, &c, EE 18 dE LE Et 70110 a8 

eArnſm. The Aflumption is Jdenyed ; becauſe the Children: m/ queſtion 


difcoyenant themfelves',:not keeping -the condition of 'the Covenant, 


norwwalking before'God, Ger.17.1. Not loving'God, hot keeping his 
Commandments, "Dent. 7.9. where alſo che chouſand. YVenerations are 
limited and expoundedtothem. that: love;God; by which we may expound 
that Pſalm 105. 8. Andthis is confef{ed in the Argtiment, . where it is 
| faid, {provided they are Keepers: of ' the Covenant) which the Parents 
In queſtion are not.,- which the yery Scripcute alledged proves, Dent.29. 
25. which ſpeaks of the forſaking of the Covenant of their Fathers ; 
and what they do that come-nor up to the condition of it; Ir 1s true , 
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0 force the Counſel of God, according to his 
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Mercy, Goodnels,, Power,, Conſtaticy and Juſtice alſo, *Pſalt77$8. 22. 
2. The Children in queſtion,are 1n aſtate of Neurralicy for thepreſent, _ 


and ſuch Chrift accounts to be-againſt him, . as-he ſaith, He thar- is nor 


- 


with me, it againit-me ; he that gatheretlaugt with me, [catterarh;; Mater's. 
20. Rev.3..15,16,. They ace neither hotnor cold, OG 7 - 
-  Argumene 3. 


&« To deny the Propoſition ,-would. be firſt to Rreigh ren the Goſpels ; 


I* 


- < diſpenſation , and to deny the extent of ir as; far as it was-before the 
- coming of Chriſt-;.-and this is unchriltian; | - . | | 


_ ſome Children front Baptiſm ,: doth no more: ireighten-rhe : Goſpels 


- Temple-worſhip as they bad before Chriſt; then their. Efate (ball be 


.that it is granted to be extende 


Arſw.- 1... This doth; not Red the Goſpel diſpenſation ,. ſeeing 
to all Nations; che Jewiſh were re- 


frained to one z-here both ſexes have-ir 5 there bur. one, - 2. To keep 


o 


diſpenſation, ;chen keeping of the: baptized; Parents ,..2ſpecially; cove-' || 


nantins Parents from the Lords Supper ,. ſeeing thac-the ' circumciſed 
Jews were not debarred from the Pafſeover, 3. Then New-Enolavd- 
hath been unchriſtian above thirty years. & 


= & » 


2. The Goſpel-Times are in many reſpe&s rimes of Reformation Ae 


+Heb.,g;10..thagis, reQifying and ſetting_thoſe things right and fratghe 


which-were perverted by thoſe under the. firt 'Teftament , therefo't 
t0.build ſo much upon the largeneſs of Jewiſh praiſes, is a great fin-on 
the other hand , ſeeing 1tis a (tretching the narrow way that: leads unto 
life 5 to be as wide as the broad way that leads moſt unto deſtruQion, _ - 


« The ſecond. ab{urdicy alledged by our Brethren, is, that to deny the 


«& Propoſition, 1s to xexder-tbe Children-of the Jews, when-they.ſhall be 


<« converted,itva worſe conditionthen they were-under the lzgal Admin . 
ration, contrary to Jer, 30. 20, Ezek, 37:25:26. - "x 
 Azſw.1, This abſurdity 1s denyed to-follow hereupon, ſeeing that thus 
wemight as well reaſon ,..that if the Jews afrex their calling have not an 
High:Paeſt; and other Priefis and Levites,.and Urim and Thummin, and 


morſe after converſion ;:;willchis-follow , whenas'they have in, Chric 


i 
P 


t the places mentioned, 2 King, 17.15.20. 2 Chron. 7. wit. do ſhew- | 
that God rejeQed the Jews for notorious wickedneſs. 5; ſeeing that 

I.S4am,15,10;23. God may reje& man not obly for poſitivewickedneſs "- 
but for fins. of omiſſion ; as he reje&ed Saul,- when he ſaid ,, 7 how haſt 
rejeted the Word of the Lord, andthe hath.rejefted thee. Not believing 
in God, 1s not a notorious wickedneſs: accounted by men ;- but that was 
the cauſe of rhe Jews reje&ing , which calls inio, queſtion Gods-Feurh, 


T >: 4NTISTNODALIA, Oc. 


IP 


3 Fpicicual gracesa. thouſand-fold more then all chis 7 Ic 15 true, , a theſe 
+ing nes Were Ceremonial.and Typical ; bur there. is the like Reaſon. in re- 
gag i of What "is poken of, in compariſon of. Chriſt and his abundant 

Grace. 
2...Our &nyingthe crafmitring of Biptiſni torhe Children in queſlion, . 
doth no more render the. Jewsac their converſion in a worſe eftare, then 
_ before;under the legal Adminifration ,. then that Aſſertion that main- 
' rainstt large.excenc of. traſmitting the Covenant to remote poſterity 
fs. the legal CEIS > 4 and mics under the Goſpel to the NEXT 
ſer 
oncerning the Scripruxes alledged , that Fer, 36.20.is { oken. of 
_the, hora fron Buble ; and. that.. ck. 37.25, ſpeaks of qoken. of | 
of the Jews , at "which rims; Lotds people ſball be all rightgous, and 
no ſtrawer ſhall pafs through. Jereſalem any more , and there ſhall beno- | 
thing to hinder che.continuance of-the. Covenant ro all poſterity, as ap-. 
pears, Iſa. 60, 21, foel 3, Te ' Zach, 14.20. Exake 44+ 7: Sev 
2:1 «27 $4 0M 
e '@ Th third abſurdity that follgws ekees d. dg our  Opigion 'Jenyes 
 "*the initiatoryſeal , and. the application of. Ic to. ſuch? 4s regularly and 
>" undex the -Chusch- «Covenant. 
Anſw.Jþe children in queſtion do not regularly ftand.under che church- 
' covenant; this is but the PoE of 34 queſtion 3 the contrary. is Phin | 
from %er.9. ult, Row,2.28. E k: 44.7, | 
__ Thefourth Abſugdiry. 1s, that hofenpan, follone the breaking of he Co- ; 
venant, Gen; 17. $.10;14-... 
Auſw. To deny baptiſm rothem thar' are in Covenanr accordins to 
' Scripture, is ro break the Coven ant 3 not elſe, ; neither doth the place 
Gen, 17; prove the. Afſertion Por fitfh, the refuſing co baptize one that 
Isnot. regularly; in-Coverianc;. do h not break ic.” ' Secondly ». Thes ſiire- 
ly there 1s a breach , : yea a breach like the s great ſea, to; deny commani- - 
on in the Lords Supper to- thoſe that have laid hold upon the Cove- 
nant, and have given up rthemſeives unto o Cod by ſolemn n profeſſion 'of © 
Bach and Repenrance, which1s nowſirongly pleaded for. - 
| - Argument 4. 
© Confederate vitible Believers though bur in a low degree, are to hive : 
© their Children baptized : bur the Parents inqueſtion ate eſuch! 
_ eAnſw.The Pirentsin queſtion are not ſuch, 5s, confederate” viſible 
Believers in the loweſt degrec , If we ſpeak of crue viſible Faich, for thar e 
is required, Row.12.1, 3s Mat..12. __:-. 
| Ths : particular proofs are, firſt, becauſe Chitity may abteive in chem | 
|  fſundrypoſitiveſignsof Grace, and nothing evident againſt 1t, ANF <0 
E-:--4 Anſw. This i Is (aid C70rHey and aka byut us; the ſecond place proves : 


—— 


nope _ 


"by XT F540 bY” Lt, A 


'notthie affection! 'beits caken {tom Tiv. r, 6, Every onenot 'accuſed of. 
-Rior ;, rs be conclidet 1ro be'of Faith, is .nor the polttes' mrehtt , nor 
"Orthodox ; but faichfulneſs there ſeems to be. raken fot fieflity, a it is | { 
often, which may.be in moral men. _. 8 

To the Third; we ſay ithy extrzordinary hive Grice! it Infancy, and_ 
' therefor&this Gn; be ns. "Hſe for otdinar' Churqh-pro ceeum? 7 hence ro 
- Scrixture-Repuration they ate mot foto vephicdg To Uhr folreh proof, 
It is ſaid, tharthey chat ate regulatly-in the Church, * Are vilible Bdievets 
in the account of Cctiprite and Truth, : 1 Cor. 4% 
Anſw. The Children in queſtion are nor. Tegulatly.in the Church . 
which is thus proved + IE the, Children ir port "Ye he ur in- the 
wg Then aſe that theirP ag ds ol e | Fitts bt furvi= 
; Will make a true Viſible etuftch; if All cle 
Or inatices, {for {o every ttue, viſib '" Mech thay FARE if ſo, thtn'they 
h Ay peri £ vote and chuſe Officets A feos Gur ; iibies deny) - 
Ir teforeir is Fficredible £0.deny Theta tharpower when dicir Parents 
+ are 'alive., .and' they will. not. Jos, be ELeP from Ret ir \forch, 
: for the Scri- 
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; 3k 7 ; : ; | EE J+.*;; bb 4 £5 1 rl 97 "i 7 : 
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